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EDITORIAL

Attentive listeners at our last indoor meeting at
this venue. Photo: Manek Dubash

B&L’s final winter season meeting, held on
Friday 22 April, was the first time that Ben
Pratt (of The Bee People, consisting of Ben
and Maggi Pratt) had addressed us for over
six years (by his memory).
He gave a talk primarily of interest to
newer beekeepers, entitled Getting Ready
for the New Year. Members, tea and cake in
hand, then browsed Ben and Maggi’s trade
stand at the back of the hall.
It was also the last time B&L will meet at
Cliffe Hall in Lewes. The managers want
regular weekly bookings, not six months
on, six months off, as we require. This
forced us to shift our 2022 meetings to
Fridays, the only other day available. Not
ideal.
But we have found a new venue,
Eastgate Baptist Church hall in the centre

of Lewes, right next to the bus station and
opposite Waitrose, that is happy to accept
us, so our meetings will switch back to
Wednesdays in future.
The venue has a loading bay outside, is
easy to find and to park near—the car park
is a couple of minutes’ walk away—and to
get to by public transport too.
So although we’re a bit sad to leave Cliffe
Hall, to which we’ve been loyal for some 16
years (correct me if I’m wrong), I think
we’ve found a spot that’s better in almost
every way. In September, at our first
indoor meeting of the 2022-23 winter, we
shall see. You’ll find more meeting photos
on the Photo Corner page.

Swarm! Exciting times…
New beekeeper Alex Smith offers us a great
insight into his delight in capturing his first
swarm in his back garden.
Not only is the process documented in
this full-page feature on page 8, his
YouTube video of what happened is
excellently produced and well worth 23
minutes of your time.
This edition is also packed with reports
from new beekeepers about their
experiences at our out-apiaries, where first
inspections were held.
The summary? Apart from one unlucky
member who got stung, it was all good.
Manek Dubash, Editor

EVENTS
Meetings and more
See back page for details

NEXT MONTH
Tips for summer
Your contributions
News updates
New events
Asian hornet update

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS
AND STORIES
Do you have interesting
photos or video links you’d
like to share? Or an insight
from your beekeeping that
would could enhance the
hobby for others? Do you
have skills that could be
useful to other members?
Anything else you’d like to
see in this newsletter?
Ideas and contributions
welcome; all contact details
are on the back page.

ONLINE
B&L website
Facebook

QR link to our website

HINTS AND TIPS

May
May is mostly about swarm
prevention/management and making
sure you have enough bees in the hive
to continue collecting nectar.
It is natural for colonies to swarm,
but you need to manage this inclination
and you need to have enough spare
equipment to hand for the strategy you
are going to employ. People talk about
swarmy bees and non swarmy bees, in
my experience they all swarm at some
time, so be prepared.
In the words of the Hitch Hikers
Guide to the Galaxy ‘Don’t Panic’.

of the frame or between unevenly
drawn comb. They start life as small
cups, at this stage start making your
plan. Once big enough, the queen will
lay an egg in it; make sure you have the
equipment necessary for your plan.
Next the egg will hatch, and the nurse
bees will flood the cell with royal jelly.
Now is the time to act, as you only have
a couple of days until the cell is sealed,
and once that happens the hive will
have usually swarmed.

Regular inspections

The three-legged stool
Back when I was in the construction
industry, we were taught about the fire
or combustion triangle. It’s a simple
model for understanding the necessary
ingredients for most fires and
illustrates the three elements
a fire needs to ignite: heat, fuel, and an
oxidising agent (usually oxygen).
A fire naturally occurs when all three
elements are present and combined in
the right mixture.
Claire and Adrian Waring (Haynes
Bee Manual fame) proposed a similar
model for the swarm. The three
elements of a swarm are.
A queen
Brood and nurse bees
Flying bees
In the fire model, if you remove one
element from the equation then the fire
can’t ignite, so if you remove one
element from the swarm equation, the
bees won’t swarm the hive.
Sounds simple doesn’t it?
A colony will not usually swarm until
there are drones for the new queens to

How easy is to spot the queen?

Two queen cells opened up, with clearly
copious amounts of royal jelly.

mate with, so if you can’t see drone
cells, they’re not ready to swarm. Once
drone cells are visible and the hive
starts to become congested, about
seven to ten seams of bees, then if you
have not already put a super on do so
now. There will be a lot of flying bees
and they need somewhere to put their
nectar and pollen.

Queen cells
Start looking awfully hard for the
preparation of queen cells. Not to be
confused with supersedure cells or
emergency cells, which will be covered
in a later article. Queen cells will
usually be built at the bottom of the
frame and will be built down towards
the floor and once complete will look
like a peanut shell (see image below).
I said ‘look hard’, and ‘usually’,
because they can be built on the sides

A fistful of queen cells.
Photo: Manek Dubash
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Knocking the queen cells down will not
stop them swarming. It is therefore
particularly important that you inspect
your bees on a weekly basis during the
swarm season. Not so bad for us retired
folk but if you’re working, you can’t
afford to miss an inspection even if the
weather is not conducive or the family
intervenes.
Here’s a bit more clarity about the
life cycle of a queen cell. Once the cell is
formed and ready:
Day 1: the egg is laid.
Day 4: the egg hatches and the larvae
starts to be fed royal jelly.
Day 8: the cell is sealed, and the old
queen and half the bees will swarm.
Days 9-15: the new queen pupates.
Day 16: the new queen hatches.
So, back to our swarm model and
your plan. There are various ways of
separating the elements of a swarm,
some of them are quite straightforward
and some are like ‘Find the Lady’ in
some carnival side show; what most of
the methods require is that you find the
queen (Manek). [Who, me?? Ed.].

A nucleus at Isfield apiary.
Photo: Manek Dubash

HINTS AND TIPS

May (continued)
Separating the colony
You can separate the queen and the
flying bees from the brood and nurse
bees creating an artificial swarm by
leaving the queen in the original hive,
in the original position and moving the
brood and nurse bees to a different
hive and location.
You do need to ensure the brood and
nurse bees have enough stores to see
them through until they develop
enough foragers to sustain themselves.
They also need the ability to create a
new queen, so leave one queen cell
intact to develop into the new queen, or
leave at least one frame in the hive with
the eggs or larvae in the right stage for
the remaining bees to develop a new
queen.
Or you can create a nucleus with the
queen and a couple of frames of brood,
nurse bees and stores. Remember to
feed this nucleus as there will be no
foragers for quite a while. Again, you
will have left at least queen cell intact
or have one frame in the original hive
with the eggs or larvae in the right
stage for the remaining bees to develop
a new queen.

If you can’t find the queen

What happens if you can’t find the
queen? Split the hive into two nucleus

location and in a different orientation
to the original.
What you have now created is a
combination of the artificial swarm and
the nucleus method. The nuc with the
queen will have thought it has
swarmed and will settle down to
expand, the queenless colony will
create a new queen cell and raise a new
queen.
You will need to inspect this nuc to
make sure there is only one queen cell,
otherwise it can create lots of casts—
secondary swarms—as each queen cell
hatches, until the colony becomes
unviable.

Opportunity knocks

Marked queens are easier to spot.

boxes with an equal distribution of
brood (in all stages) and nurse bees.
You can shake a few extra frames full
of nurse bees into one of the nucs.
Remove all queen cells from both nucs.
Leave the nuc with the depleted
number of nurse bees in the original
position to catch all the flying bees and
move the other one to a different

Photo Corner extra
Bees on the water
As we know, bees require water, like
any animal. And they don’t care where
they get it.
Right next to our Barcombe apiary is
an artificial lake (the one with the
trompe l’oeil deer next to it).
The lake’s margins are muddy, and
each time I found myself on a walk past
the apiary and through the farm, there
are always bees there.
Difficult to spot in this photo, but
they’re there.
More images in Photo Corner.
Manek Dubash
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If nothing else, see this as an
opportunity.
On the one hand, it will help you
develop your bee husbandry and
confidence; and on the other, you have
the opportunity to harvest those spare
(not unwanted) queen cells and create
other nucs for future expansion or to
start your own selection and breeding
programme.
Told you it was simple. Remember,
every day is a school day.
The Veiled Beekeeper

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

Words from the Chair

Graham Bubloz
Chairman

The spring weather is well and truly with us.
I have heard some horror stories from some
very experienced beekeepers who have lost
several of their own colonies over the recent
winter months. So, if you’ve got through
unscathed, you’re doing very well.
The AGM for the Sussex Beekeeping
Association took place back in February.
There are new faces on the Committee—and
it is hoped that an improved spirit of active
co-operation between all divisions will be in
place.
As an example, we’re hoping that we can
share the costs for arranging for our lectures
at future winter meetings, some of which
take place via video conferencing. So, keep
an eye out for such events.
In fact, the divisions will be joining forces
to create the Bee Market, which is a mix of
convention, and a chance to meet up with
friends, listen to lectures and even buy
something for your apiary. It takes place on
21 May, 10am-4pm, at the Heathfield
Community College.
Brighton & Lewes have traditionally
provided the coffee and teas, along with

cakes and biscuits. So, we really need a bit of
help on the catering front, and if you could
bake a cake or two – please contact Hilary
Osman to let her know what you can do.
Those of you who’ve been eagle-eyed may
have already noticed that our website is
undergoing a bit of a refresh. Please bear
with us for the next few weeks. If you notice
something that is a bit awry, please contact
our website manager: Gerald Legg.
Please also notice that we now have a
members directory on the website. It’s in the
“Members Only” section and is necessarily
password protected. It has been compiled by
Norman, our membership secretary, and I
think it will greatly help you see where your
near neighbours are, should you need help
or advice.
If you want a chance of collecting or
receiving a swarm of bees, make sure that
you are the swarm list by contacting Ian
White—his details are on the back page.
I’m aiming to attend as many out-apiary
meetings as possible over the forthcoming
summer months, and hopefully, we have an
opportunity to meet up, veil to veil!

Asian hornet latest

Manek Dubash
Asian Hornet
Team Co-ordinator

The image above shows the enemy: the
Asian hornet (Vespa velutina). It’s a little
smaller than our familiar European hornet,
but is immediately identifiable by its orange
face, yellow legs and black abdomen with a
single orange stripe. Quite a handsome
insect, in my view.
Nonetheless, it’s a non-native invader,
against which our native bees have few or no
defences—although I did recently hear that
at least one Apis mellifera colony has taken
to balling Asian hornets, as they do the
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European hornet, thus overheating and
killing them.
The problem for the honey bee is that
unlike V. crabro, the European hornet, V.
velutina tends not to enter the hive, where it
would be much more vulnerable.
Rather, they hawk—basically, hang about
outside the entrance—waiting for incoming
foragers which they capture and dismember,
taking the thorax, full of muscle tissue, back
to the nest to feed to the larvae. Meanwhile,
honey bees waiting to go and forage are
discouraged by the hornets’ presence from
exiting the hive.
In this way, hornets deplete the hive of
food both by eliminating incoming foragers
and by preventing outgoing foragers. The
hive can eventually crash, unable to feed
itself and its growing brood.
Right now is when hornets’ nests are
being built. So until we can help the bees
defend themselves, we need to be vigilant,
telling friends and family about this menace.

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

First 2022 inspections: new beekeepers report

Tony Birkbeck shows new beekeepers what to look for. The weather was good: mild and a
bit blowy but warm enough to inspect. The nasty hive aside, which we did not touch, the
bees were very calm but seemed to enjoy hanging out on Tony’s leg! Photo: Graham Bubloz

What a lovely afternoon we had at
Barcombe out-apiary day on 9 April!
Hosted by Tony Birkbeck and being
introduced to his bees. An informative
session, learning about, and seeing
chalk brood and then scouring the
frames of his hives for the all-elusive
queens.
So much to learn just from observing
the frames, what’s happening and why.
And then that moment you dread,
when you see a wee fluffy bee on the
‘inside’ of your veil. Yikes!
There were quite a number of flying
bees so I removed myself from the
others, walking calmly just waiting for
the inevitable, struggling to remove
rubber gloves to enable me to unzip
and release the flying critter but alas I
was too slow and as I felt her walking
up my chin and cheek she stung me on
the nose!
Thank you to Hilary and Tony who
came to my aid with calming words and
lotions and potions. I pulled myself
together and rejoined the group. We
later retired to the barn for tea and
cake and a chat, so nice to put names to
faces and to hear about other’s
experiences. I left having had a great
afternoon but with injured pride and a
sore nose.
A good dose of antihistamine and I

went to bed thinking all would be fine,
but awoke to find my face had swollen
to the size of a basketball: not a pretty
sight, and very uncomfortable. After a
quiet day, with more antihistamine
both tablet and creams, my face was
so sore I could not lie on the left side
but the drugs knocked me out
sufficiently to sleep well.
For the next five days I looked like a
very greedy hamster but all has now
returned to normal, still not pretty but
acceptable!
The moral of the story and the
biggest lesson learned is: check your
suit for gaps, check again, ask
someone else to check and then just to
be sure have another check. They may
be small but the little beggars can
really hurt!
Thelda Bryant

Beekeepers at Barcombe. Ignore the idiot on
the far left. Photo: Graham Bubloz
5

On the 10 April, a group of novices met
at the Hove apiary (above) to learn
about hive inspections under the
guidance of Graham. I am on Jude’s
novices’ course and this visit helped me
to see what we had learned in practice.
It was a beautiful but fresh morning
and the bees were very patient with us
as we studied the frames to learn to
look for eggs, larvae, queens, drones
and more.
It was great to be able to have a go at
dislodging and lifting out frames. We
saw a good range of healthy frames and
Graham’s knowledge was helping us all
gain confidence and prepare us for our
own future hive inspections. It was also
a great opportunity to meet with others
who are at a similar stage of the
journey.
Afterwards there was lots of tea and
cake. What a wonderful space to spend
an afternoon!
Rachel Ramaker (words and photos)

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

First inspections: Hove, 10 April

From our apiaries

It was great to be part of a group of
mainly beginners who enjoyed a
Sunday afternoon inspecting hives at
the Hove apiary.
Graham led the session and talked us
through all the basics from checking
our bee suits for holes through to
lighting a smoker. He gave us lots of
helpful tips, including adding aromatics
like lavender to smoker fuel and using
grass to produce a cooler smoke.
We approached the hives as a group
and the was a palpable sense of
excitement as Graham took the roof off
the first hive. He demonstrated how to
use a hive tool to carefully lift frames
from the brood box. We could then
remove, inspect and reposition a frame.
It was fascinating to see the stores and
brood at all stages. In one of the hives,
we were also able to spot the marked

Barcombe

Inspecting bees at Hove.
Photo: Rachel Ramaker

queen. It was very reassuring, with so
many of us new to beekeeping, that we
had the chance to experience an
inspection. An enjoyable and
informative afternoon was capped with
tea and cakes in the sunshine: a great
afternoon.
Huxley Knox-Macaulay

First inspections: Isfield, 24 April

New beekeepers soak up the buzz.
Photos above & below: Graham Bubloz

On behalf of members who attended
the first out-apiary at Isfield, a very big
thank you to apiary manager Ian. He
was only too willing to share his
expertise with a bunch of new
beekeepers.
We were shown the best way to load
a smoker and what material works
best. We then looked at a two-week-old
nucleus. The queen had been busy
laying, giving us the opportunity to see
the tiny eggs. This hive was thriving
with capped larvae and honey.
The second hive was without a
queen but thriving well.
Ian showed us how to use a hive tool
to extract frames and inspect them, we
discussed the merits of the various

types of frames and how they are
separated. During this inspection we
saw several queen cells, some had open
ends and some had been capped off.
Ian referred to his notes, reinforcing
the need to keep accurate records for
each hive.
After the inspection we had a chat
session where we asked questions and
exchanged information and
experiences together with tea and
home made honey cake which the bees
were most interested in.
A very informative afternoon and a
chance to gain experience in handling
the bees.
Pat Clarke

The Isfield apiary inspection team.
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It’s all starting to get interesting, the
thrill of a new season is upon us, so the
first inspection of the year was carried
out at the beginning of the month. It
happened to be a really warm day with
no breeze and the bees were flying
freely.
Six colonies survived winter and
each have taken at least six tubs of
fondant over the last five months.
Hive 11 was by far the best, eight
frames of almost wall-to-wall brood,
bees in all stages (BIAS), and still a fair
amount of stores. I decided to super
this colony before they ran out of room
and started thinking about swarming.
The queen was seen, looking very
plump but unmarked—but this early
into the season I wasn’t going to risk
picking her up, so she will stay this way
for a few more weeks.

Varroa destructor on drone brood

Disappointingly though, this colony
seems to have a fair amount of varroa
still, they had made drone brood in the
empty takeaway tub and when I pulled
it out the cells were quite infested
(above). I think I’ll farm some more
drone in this colony specifically to
remove and reduce the mites.
Two more hives had six and seven
frames of brood while the others all
around three to four. All these have
been left to build outwards a bit more
before I add supers.
The weather has turned much colder
in the rest of April so far and I haven’t
returned for another check, however
now is the time to keep a very close eye
on the colonies. They are building up so
quickly that when the weather
eventually turns warmer I wouldn’t be
surprised to see plentiful swarms

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

From our apiaries: Barcombe, Grassroots, Hove & Isfield
Barcombe (continued)

Full of brood and drones. All photos in this
report by Tony Birkbeck

unless prevention tactics can be taken
in good time (like adding extra room as
early as possible).
Tony Birkbeck, Apiary Manager

of chalk brood or chilled brood because
I added the next super too soon.
Grassroots is looking lusher now, the
hedging is beginning to leaf up. I have
planted a flowering currant, at the
entrance to the apiary it is now in full
flower. This is an indicator that it’s time
to start full inspections; it seems to
have worked this year. There are now
also some flowering cherries and a
mahonia added to the hedging to
provide extra forage for our bees at the
early part of the season. I discovered
there are also some daffodils planted at
the base of the hedge.
The Bee Improvement Group will be
working at the Grassroots Apiary this
summer to increase our stock there.
We have asked Tony Birkbeck to start
us off, as he has been working with two
of his hives to produce queen cells

Hove
We are very pleased with the progress
of our hives at Hove. They were treated
with an oxalic acid trickle in November
because the mite levels were high at
the start of winter; there was probably
still a little brood in the boxes.
Three queens were replaced earlier
in the season the fourth queen had won
a reprieve and earmarked [how do you
do that?? Ed.] for replacement in the
spring at the earliest time.
The colonies have all built up well so
far, there have been pictures of the
apiary on Facebook, showing the hives
being opened up for our first open hive
meeting on 10 April.

Grassroots
The one colony of bees at Grassroots is
looking healthy. There was evidence of
chalk brood, which the colony has
managed to control itself.

Joy, Rachel, Felicity, Lindsey and Andrew
lighting a smoker for a full inspection.
Photo: Graham Bubloz
The second attempt to provide the bees
with a safe water supply; the first bucket
had a hole. Photo: Graham Bubloz

Chalk brood (at Barcombe).
Photo: Tony Birkbeck

The OSB (one-size box) is only
managed on super boxes. This picture
was taken earlier in the year. They requeened last summer and are lovely
now.
I have added a third box for the
queen to lay in. There is a nectar flow
on and the bees are competing with the
colonies bred by Paynes just up the
road, so I am watching them closely
before I add another super, I wouldn’t
want to feel responsible for the return

which we are going to take away to
mate in our own apiaries and then
monitor for gentleness, and honey
production this year. Next year we can
look at additional traits. Exciting times.
We are still in the process of
changing at Grassroots, we promise to
invite you to look when we are
dressed!
Jude New, Apiary Manager

Bait hive at Grassroots with solid floor, set
back from the apiary. Photo: Graham B.
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Some of our new members who are
either waiting to collect bees or on the
swarm list were very pleased to see
inside another hive, handle the bees
drink tea and eat cake.
There is something very comforting
about seeing inside another hive with
another beekeeper confirming the site
of stores, capped brood, open brood
young larvae and eggs.

Spotting the queen
Spotting the queen is a moment; she
can be very hard to spot. Sometimes it’s
because her marking has faded during
the winter, sometimes because there
are so many workers around her
tending to the brood that she blends in.
There is definitely a nectar flow on in
Hove, so we have put queen excluders
on all the brood boxes, removed
fondant and put supers above the
brood boxes.
The hives are next to allotments, and
I was treated to a tour around them this
week. I saw cherry trees and apple

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

From our apiaries: Barcombe, Grassroots, Hove & Isfield
Hove (continued)

Rachel, Dorcas, Ross & Huxley at Hove on
10 April. Photo: Graham Bubloz.

Queenless colonies, like this one, build
queen cells. Photo: Manek Dubash

trees in blossom, gooseberries and
black currants beginning to set and lots
of broad beans and rosemary in flower,
all covered with honey bees and
bumble bees.
I walked past many allotments, in the
verges between the allotments there
are celandine, bluebells and
dandelions, a good source of pollen and
nectar for the bees. There was also
some flowering garlic-smelling plants; I
was told that they make good pesto!
[wild garlic? Ed].

The apiary was set up late last year,
with the one colony from Piddinghoe,
who appear to have a very placid
nature.
However, I was a little concerned
about their temperament as I had split
the hive a few days beforehand as they
were making queen cells in preparation
to swarm. My fears were unfounded—
well most of them were. The bees had a
tendency to ‘follow’ but once we
opened the hive they were quite calm.

Jude New, Apiary Manager

My main plan for the afternoon was to
select one of the queen cells for use to
lead the colony. And like all plans, they
change on contact with the enemy.
Having identified a couple of likely
candidates for selection, I removed the
frame and shook off all of the bees to
get a better look. Imagine my surprise
when I discovered about a dozen cells
on the frame (see picture below).
It seemed a shame to knock them all
down, so I devised a new plan. I shall
return in a few days time, carry out the

Isfield
We held our inaugural out-apiary
meeting at Isfield on Sunday 24th April.
The weather gods were smiling on us
and we had warm sunny conditions, if a
bit windy. The small and select group
that turned up were introduced to the
delights of the large, well-maintained
park-like garden with its mature trees
and shrubs around the apiary site.

Isfield’s starter colony: grumpy because the
queen has disappeared. Photo: Graham B.

Change of plan?

Busy hive entrance. This queenless colony
is loaded with Q cells. Photo: Manek Dubash
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original selection process and then
harvest a couple to introduce into
three-frame mini mating nucs.
The rest of the inspection went as
planned and I able to point out BIAS
(there were eggs in the nuc I set up)
and the difference in size between the
workers and drones. Unfortunately we
did not see the queen.
I was also was pleased that the super
I put on about a month ago was almost
full and ready for capping.
I suspect there was a goat willow
near by, by all the yellow pollen being
brought in earlier in the month and the
cherry and other fruit trees in the
garden are now in full bloom.
One or two of the newer beekeepers
present for the first inspections were
invited to lift the super, and were
surprised by the weight, and hadn’t
perhaps considered the physical effort
beekeeping can require. It certainly
makes you realise why, thankfully,
honey supers are shallower than brood
boxes.
Like all good apiary meetings, we
finished in the remaining sunshine with
tea and honey cake, and a few more
questions.
Ian White, Apiary Manager

Ian explains what he’s seeing on a brood
frame. Photo: Manek Dubash

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

Bee Buzz: my first swarm
New beekeeper Alex Smith reports on seeing and capturing his first swarm—and what happened next

Alex made this excellent YouTube video where he explains what happened. More captures
from the video are below.

I captured a swarm of bees for the first
time and it was one of the most exciting
things I’ve ever done!
I arrived to check up on my bees with
the plan to do an artificial swarm as I
had seen charged queen cells on the
previous inspection. BUT... I was too
late and they had already decided to
swarm. They were clustered around a
tree above the hive.
I quickly found myself a ladder and a
box and proceeded to shake as many of
the bees into the box as possible.
I was very happy to see the queen go
into my newly prepared hive along
with thousands of other swarming
bees.
Two weeks later and I can confirm
that they decided to stay and I now
have two hives in the garden!
I’m hoping the new queen in the
original colony has successfully mated
and I will do an inspection next week to
check on them.
Things are looking good!
Alex Smith

The swarm—but where’s the queen?

Alex approaches the swarm

There she is! The queen walks into the new hive, followed by her retinue.
9

Bees in the box: one happy beekeeper

NOTICEBOARD

Bee Market volunteers required

Book of the Month

Fancy baking a cake or savouries? Or just come along to help out?

Sussex BKA Bee Market
Saturday 21 May
Donations of cakes and savouries
required to sell on the day
Cake suggestions: Victoria, Honey, Fruit,
Lemon Drizzle, Coconut, Chocolate…
Savoury foods: Sausage rolls, quiche,
pizza...
If you can provide, please contact
Hilary Osman on
osmans.home@btinternet.com

B&L will need a new apiary manager
Do you fancy looking after some more
bees? If so, this could be your chance.
For some time, B&L has been aware
that our four existing apiaries, near
Barcombe, Burgess Hill, Hove and
Isfield do not cover the southern end of
our area as well as we would like.
With the aim of making B&L’s
apiaries as accessible to as many
members as possible, we are in the

throes of setting up an apiary near
Telscombe. We shall therefore need an
apiary manager to run it.
So if you live in or near the area, have
at least a couple of years’ experience of
beekeeping and could be interested in
taking on running an apiary, please
contact Chairman Graham Bubloz,
whose contact details are on the back
page.

Apiary sites on offer

News snippets

Looking for an apiary site? We have
received three offers of land for bees:
Ten acres of wild flower meadow in a
very quiet, rural setting near
Uckfield.
St Peter & St James Hospice, near
Wivelsfield would like bees in its
large garden, fields and woodland
area.
Kittyhawk Farm in Laughton
Please contact Chairman Graham
Bubloz for details (see back page).

B&L cannot for safety reasons
supply medicines—such as antihistamine and epipens—at our
apiaries. If you think you may need
such supplies, please bring your
own. We do have on-site first-aid kits
for minor injuries and the like.
B&L’s Facebook group is now 100+
strong, over two-thirds of the
membership. Keep it up!
We are considering a honey sales
database—more details later.
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Practical Microscopy for Beekeepers is
exactly what it says on the cover. Bob
Maurer’s slim volume has become the
standard introduction to the hobby of
microscopy for beekeepers: essentially,
the examination of bees and pollen in
great detail.
I attended an introductory BBKA
Microscopy course recently and was
intrigued enough to wonder if I should
adopt a new hobby alongside my
beekeeping. Not sure yet: time and
money are not unlimited—but were I to
start microscopy, this is the book that
will get me started.
Maurer explains what you need to
start with, the processes involved in
dissection, and the equipment required
for each process.
He then details how to use a
microscope along with slide making,
the dissection process, and what
further research you will need to do to
get the best out the hobby and the kit
you’ve just spent money on.
Necessarily, given the size of the 90page book, it’s a skim across the top of a
very deep field of scientific interest but
if you want to know what’s involved
and what you could learn, it’s difficult
to imagine you could do better than
Maurer’s book.
It’s available now from the B&L
Library, deposit £5. Contact Librarian
Barbara Summerfield for more info.
Manek Dubash

PHOTO CORNER

Getting ready for the new season
A photo document of our last meeting at Cliffe Hall, featuring Chairman Graham and speaker Ben Pratt. Photos by Bob Curtis
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EVENTS

Swarm control

Garden insects and their habitats

Thursday 5 May, 19.00
A talk by Clare Densley &
Martin Hann
It's the time of the year again
when bees and beekeepers
turn their minds to swarming.
Clare & Martin will present two methods of swarm control
explained in pictures and video.
Clare Densley & Martin Hann: Clare has been keeping bees
since 1992. When in 2008 she got the chance to become
assistant beekeeper at Buckfast Abbey she thought that she
had 'died and gone to heaven'. Since then, the department
has changed from a honey producing unit to a gentler
approach to beekeeping involving education, environmental
awareness, and wellbeing. She now runs the department
with Martin and it’s still the best job ever.
Martin has been keeping bees since 2008. He was a
seasonal bee inspector for the southwest region for six years
but has been working alongside Clare full-time at the Abbey
for the last five. He now does this full time and the list of
benefits to the department are too numerous to mention!
Both are self-confessed “Beeks” and share a passion for
understanding the nature of the honeybee and colony life.
Register here.

Wednesday 18 May, 19.30
A talk by photographer Gail Ashton.
This webinar will show you the
extraordinary breadth of wildlife on
your doorstep, how to create
favourable conditions for many different insects, how climate
change is driving distribution changes and why patience is
the key to a truly wildlife-friendly outdoor home-space.
Register here.

Queen rearing for the small scale beekeeper
Wednesday 25 May, 19.00
A talk by Lynfa Davies, NDB
Queen rearing is labelled as complicated
and difficult and beyond the skills of new
beekeepers. This is simply incorrect and
with some careful planning and
attention to detail there is absolutely no
reason why beekeepers cannot become
more self sufficient.
In this talk we will look at how to plan and prepare for
queen rearing and a simple technique of producing queen
cells called the Miller method. The ideal thing about this
method is it requires no specialist equipment and is
therefore low cost and accessible for all.
This talk is suitable for anyone who has been keeping bees
for at least one season right through to more experienced
beekeepers. The emphasis is on small scale beekeepers but it
may serve as a useful refresher for anyone.
Register here.

The electric ecology of bees
Thursday 19 May, 19.00
A talk by Beth Harris
Research shows electric fields in the
environment may be important in
pollination & honey bee
communication.
In recent years, research has shown
that bees can detect and learn about electric fields in their
environment, providing evidence for a new sense: aerial
electroreception.
In bumblebees and honey bees respectively, aerial
electroreception has been shown to play a role in foraging
and pollination and social communication.
However, as an emerging field of research there is still
much to understand about the electric ecology of bees. In my
talk, I will highlight current evidence for the ways in which
electric fields constitute a form of sensory information for
bees and the sensory mechanisms by which aerial
electroreception operates.
Beth is a PhD student in the School of Biological Sciences at
the University of Bristol. She is interested in insect sensory
systems, and in particular, how bees perceive their sensory
environment.
Specifically, her research focusses on the biophysical
mechanisms of aerial electroreception in bees and the
ecological contexts in which this sense is used.
Register here.

BBKA Advanced Husbandry Assessment
Preparation Training 2022
Fri 15th July-Sun 17th July 2022
This BBKA Training Course is now
available and still has spaces. The course
will cover both theoretical and practical
aspects of the Advanced Husbandry
Assessment, aiming to give you an
understanding of what the assessment
entails and your success criteria.
An intensive residential course, with
high tutor to student ratio, providing time and space for both
tutor to student, as well as student to student interactions.
The participants are required to hold the BBKA General
Husbandry Certificate and to be eligible to take the Advanced
Husbandry assessment in the near future.
Venue: Stoneleigh, Warwickshire
Course fee: £350.00 per person, including
accommodation and meals.
Maximum number of participants is 12. Book here.
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MEETINGS AND CONTACTS

Officers & contacts

B&L spring / summer events 2022

President: Vacant

Date

Topic

Speaker

Saturday 21 May
Tuesday 31 May

Bee Market at Heathfield College
Bee Disease Day at Laughton

Bee inspectors

Out-apiary meetings

Hon Secretary: Vacant

Date

Apiary

Leader

Topic

7 May

Barcombe

Tony Birkbeck Swarms: control, collection, hiving

8 May

Hove

Jude New

Swarms: control, collection, hiving

22 May Cooksbridge Ian White

Swarms: control, collection, hiving

29 May Hove
12 June Isfield
18 June Barcombe

Jude New
Feeding for June gap
Ian White
Feeding for June gap
Tony Birkbeck Checking for disease and varroa

19 June Isfield

Ian White

Checking for disease and varroa

31 July

Isfield

Ian White

3 Sept

Isfield

Ian White

Honey management & winter
preparations
Winter preparation/oxalic acid

4 Sept

Hove

Jude New

Winter preparation/oxalic acid

Chairman: Graham Bubloz
E: chair@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk
M: 07758 866278

Treasurer/Membership Secretary:
Norman Dickinson
34 Abergavenny Road, Lewes BN7 1SN
E: memsec.blbees@outlook.com
M: 07792 296422
Meetings Secretary: Bob Curtis
Librarian: Barbara Summerfield
E: psummerfield99@ntlworld.com
Swarm Co-ordinator: Ian White
E: swarms@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk
M: 07999 987097

Outdoor meeting timings may change as circumstances/ weather dictate.
Please pre-book for Hove only: contact Graham here.

Deadlines
Please send all contributions for the newsletter, including
photos, to the Editor (details on right). Max. length: 500 words.
Copy deadline: 18th of the month before the publication date
(except December: 11th). Email photos etc. for the website to
Webmaster Gerald Legg (details on right).
Publication date: 25th of the month.

Webmaster: Gerald Legg
E: gerald@chelifer.com
Newsletter Editor: Manek Dubash
E: editor@mailforce.net
M: 07788 923557
Training Co-ordinator: Jude New
E: newapiary@hotmail.com
Asian Hornet Team Co-ordinator: Manek Dubash
E: blbka.ahat@gmail.com
M: 07762 312592

National Bee Unit inspectors
Regional Bee Inspector: Dan Etherington
M: 07979 119376
E: sandra.gray@apha.gov.uk
Seasonal Bee Inspector: Diane Steele
M: 07775 119452
E: diane.steele@apha.gov.uk

Apiary Managers
- Barcombe: Tony Birkbeck
- Grassroots: Jude New
- Hove: Jude New
- Isfield: Ian White

Disclaimer
The Brighton and Lewes Division of the SBKA cannot accept
any responsibility for loss, injury or damage sustained by
persons in consequence of their participation in activities
arranged by the Division.
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B&L Facebook Group
Group Administrator: Graham Bubloz
E: graham.bubloz@gmail.com
M: 07758 866278
Sussex BKA County Representative: Vacant
National Honey Show Rep: Norman Dickinson

