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Busy old month, April, isn’t it? It’s when we 
finally get inside our hives to see how 
they’ve done over the winter—if you 
haven’t done that already during that 
warm spell at the end of March.  
First inspection of the year: no doubt 

you’ve had a fair bit of cleaning up and box 
rearranging to do. I know I have, what with 
those nadired supers to pull out, my hive 
stands to put up on new blocks, and syrup 
feeders to install. And then there was the 
colony that sometime over the winter went 
queenless and needed to be united with 
one of the stronger ones—the one that was 
bursting with bees. 
I trust your bees are well and thriving 

too. It’s got to be a better year than 2021, 
when I ended up with no honey at all! 
With this, B&L’s first full month without 

the benefit of Hilary Osman’s help and 
guidance as Secretary, you may have 
noticed the lack of her monthly update in 

this newsletter on what your committee 
has been talking about.  
Fear not! The committee minutes are 

now available to download from the 
website, so you can check on the 
discussions here (scroll down to the 
bottom of the page).  

Events 
What with spring arriving at last, the trees 
and shrubs budding and the daffs giving 
way to mid-spring flowers, April also 
heralds a number of events. These include 
our own ‘Getting ready for the new year’ 
talk on 22 April from the Bee People—Ben 
& Maggi Pratt, who will bring expertise and 
no doubt a pile of goodies for sale. Details 
of both events are on the Events page. 
And then there’s the BBKA Spring Bee 

Convention on Friday 8 to Sunday 10 April. 
This consists of a series of lecture and talks 
combined with a range of trade stalls 
where there are likely to be bargains to be 
had. The BBKA says: “With 20+ lectures 
and 40+ workshops, the programme offers 
topics for beginners through to 
experienced apiarists and something for 
non-beekeepers too.” Looks like a good 
way to spend a weekend.  
I look forward to meeting you at one of 

the summer meetings: sunshine and bees, 
tea and cake. What could be better? 

 
Manek Dubash, Editor 
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HINTS AND TIPS 

The first inspection 
At last, the first full inspection of the 
year. You may have been lucky enough 
to have been able to inspect your bees 
in late March, but don’t forget the rule 
of thumb about opening the hive: it 
should be warm enough to go out in 
shirt sleeves. So, usually you’d wait 
until the daytime air temperature is 
about 15°C with a light wind and of 
course, not raining.  
During the early part of the year, it’s 

not an issue about what time you do 
the inspection but later on in the year 
it’s best to inspect around midday 
when most of the adult bees are out 
foraging. 
Experienced beekeepers have done 

this all before but it’s worth thinking 
about before you get elbow-deep in 
your hive; you need a plan. Just take a 
few moments to think about why you 

are doing this and what you might 
need. 

Personal equipment 
Bee suit/jacket: do you know how to 
put it on, so it is bee-proof? Check the 
seals around the sleeves and 
legs/bottom of jacket. Check the zip 
closers on the veil. 

Gloves: it is better to use disposable 
gloves, either latex, or my choice, long-
cuffed nitriles but you can use ordinary 
washing up gloves which you can rinse 
in a washing soda solution between 
inspections. The long sleeved ‘hazmat’ 
gloves are too thick for delicate 
manipulations and the leather type 
could be vector for disease as they are 
seldom cleaned regularly. 

Boots: either Wellingtons or Rigger 
type are OK, as you can tuck your suit 
legs or trousers into them. Bees tend 
not to crawl down, so always tuck loose 
ends into the top of the boots or into 
the top of gloves. 

Smoker: any type is OK. Warning, do 
not try to light it with your veil on, at 
best you could melt the veil, at worst; if 
it catches alight you will be in all sorts 
of trouble. Make sure you know how to 
light the smoker and are able to keep it 
alight. Don’t use matches unless you’re 
a Boy Scout. I use a plumber’s 
blowtorch, but others have been known 
to use cre me bru le e torches. For a new 
beekeeper, it’s probably best just to use 
old egg boxes or shredded cardboard 
from your favourite delivery company, 
but as you progress there are other 
solutions to smoker fuel. My preference 
is chipped wood from any tree surgeon; 
dried, it burns for ages. 

Hive tool: there are many and 
various but start with the standard ‘J’ 
type and chisel, they will do almost 
everything you want. 

Hive equipment 
Keep to hand a selection of hive parts 
as you may want to replace damaged 
items as you find them. If nothing else, 
make a note of the bits that need 
changing. I usually take this 
opportunity to replace the floor, boxes, 
crown board and roof as the 
accumulation of propolis and wax over 

the winter will make any later 
inspection harder. 

Why inspect? 
The queen: you want to find the 
queen. I know this is difficult for new 
beekeepers, but it is a skill you need to 
learn and learn fast. If you’re lucky, she 
has a big spot of colour on the back of 
her thorax. However, the old queen 
may have been superseded in the late 
autumn and have no marking; so, what 
do you do? 
Scan each side of frame as it’s 

removed; start on the edges and then 
zigzag across the face of the comb. The 
queen is bigger by at least half than any 
other bee in the hive at this time of 
year, she has a longer abdomen and has 
brown legs. If you fail to see her, don’t 
despair, it will come with time. Your 
second option to knowing if the queen 
is present is to see if there is brood in 
all stages; eggs, larvae, and sealed cells. 
If these are all present, then she’s in 
there somewhere. Note; if you see 
multiple eggs in one cell then this is a 
sign that there may be a laying worker 
present in the hive and no queen. 

Disease: the new beekeeper is not 
expected to be able to identify all of the 
diseases that affect bees, but they 
should know how to spot that 
something is not right. Healthy larvae 
should be pearly white, shiny and have 

April 

J hive tool 

Sting-proof bee suit—the Sentinel II An unmarked queen 
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HINTS AND TIPS 

Healthy brood 

Smoking calms the bees—sometimes. 

A spring inspection 

clear segmentation, lying in the bottom 
of the cell in a tight ‘C’ shape. Sealed 
worker cells should be biscuit coloured 
(because the wax seal has been mixed 
with pollen to make it air permeable) 
and should have no noticeable holes in 
them. Any capped drone cells present 
will look similar but will be domed due 
to the egg being laid in a worker cell 
and not a cell made for drones.  
If the brood pattern is any different, 

or there is a strange smell coming off 
the comb; sometimes likened to the 
smell of Copydex glue, then quickly 
seek help from your mentor or the bee 
inspector —see back page for contact 
details. 

Space: I mentioned this last month, 
but it’s still important to ensure that 
there is enough space for the queen to 
lay and, with the early flowering trees 
and flowers in bloom, the workers 
need to be able to store this nectar 
without taking up the space the queen 
needs.  
When the colony has expanded so 

that it covers both sides of about 6-8 
frames, put a super on. If this is filled 
with new foundation it may be better 
to omit the queen excluder until they 
have started to draw out the comb. 

Stores: the colony needs to be able 
to support itself during this period and 
will need to have about 3-4kg of stores. 
A full brood frame will contain about 2-
2.5kg so you will have to estimate the 
amount of stores distributed through 
the hive.  
Hopefully, with a good tide and a 

following wind the weather will stay 
good, and by the end of the month 
there should be enough forage to see 
them start laying down honey for the 
first harvest in late June. 

Opening the hive 
All the literature suggests that you puff 
a little smoke (they’re not beagles) at 
the entrance and wait for a minute or 
so before lifting the lid of the hive. The 
rationale is that the bees think the hive 
is in danger from a forest fire and, in 
preparation for evacuation, they load 
up on honey which makes them less 
annoyed. Sometimes it works, 
sometimes it doesn’t. 
The next technique the new 

beekeeper must learn is how to open 
the hive and remove frames in a quick, 
efficient manner but without any 
sudden movements or cracking of stuck 
components. Here’s how. 

Lift the lid off the hive and place it 
upside down on the ground or a spare 
stand (it saves you bending). Gently 
insert the chisel end of your hive tool at 
a shallow angle into the joint between 
the crown board and the top of the 
brood box. Work your tool all the way 
around the joint until the crown board 
comes off. 
Check the underside of the board to 

make sure the queen is not sitting on it; 
unlikely but bees don’t read books. 
Place the crown board on the roof so 
the corners are diagonally opposite to 
those of the roof. At this point you may 
want to give another little puff of 
smoke into the hive. Working from one 
end/side of the brood box, gently prise 
the first frame/dummy board away 
from its neighbour.  
When both sides have been freed, 

keeping your hive tool in your hand, lift 
the frame/dummy board vertically out 

of the brood box using the lugs on each 
end of the frame.  
Check to see if the queen is on it. If 

not, place it in front of the hive or in a 
frame holder. Repeat with the next 
frame but, after inspecting it, place it in 
the gap left by the first frame/dummy 
board. Repeat all the way through the 
hive, maintaining the gap as you go. 
Once you have inspected every frame 

and noted the condition of the brood 
and stores level (and found the queen), 
slide the frames back into their original 
position. This can be done all together, 
in groups or one at a time, but the 
fewer movements the better as you are 
less likely to damage the bees, 
especially the queen.  
Replace the first frame/dummy 

board and rebuild the hive. 

Finishing up 
There are just a couple of jobs to do: 
record what you have seen. If you have 
a memory like a sieve, like me, you’ll 
have forgotten what you did or saw by 
the next inspection. You can devise 
your own record card or there are 
plenty available on the web. 
Then, to avoid attracting rats and 

mice and reducing the chances of 
spreading disease, you need to clean up 
the apiary, collecting debris removed 
from the hive by disposing of it in the 
bin or burning it. 
Clean any components you replaced; 

don’t leave them to later as later never 
comes, and you end up with an 
annoying pile by the end of the year. 
Clean your hive tool and gloves in a 
solution of washing soda. Wash your 
bee suit. 
And so the season begins. Next time: 

queen cells and swarm prevention. 
 

Another Veiled Beekeeper 
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Words from the Chair 

Graham Bubloz 
Chairman 

Thanks must be recorded to our outgoing 
secretary Hilary for her sterling work over 
the past eight years. We’re certainly going to 
miss her. Now, if you fancy getting involved 
with the committee, let me know.  
I’d also like to thank Norman for his 

stewardship of the Division for the past 18 
months or so—somehow managing the roles 
of Chairman, Membership Secretary and 
Treasurer. He’s still involved, but now with 
just the two hats. 
We have an ambitious training 

programme over the next few months. If you 
have somehow missed it – keep an eye on 
the website for announcements and updates. 
We have started a travelling monthly 

social evening, called Hive Talk, centred at a 
pub in our area. If you are free and can make 

it, keep an eye on the newsletter for dates 
and venues. It would be great to meet you. 
Another event is coming up on our 

doorstep. Along with the other Sussex 
Divisions, we created a mixture of a social 
gathering with talks plus an auction, a bit of 
a food festival and sometimes members will 
be selling nucs of bees. It’s called The Bee 
Market, and it’s in Heathfield on Saturday 21 
May. Put it in your diary. 
We are reaching the point where we the 

weather might allow us to inspect our hives.  
If you are new and you haven’t yet seen 

bees up close, please take a look at the 
summer programme of events where you 
can visit any of our out-apiaries.  
For the older hands, these meetings are of 

course an excellent way to catch up with 
your beekeeping friends…  

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

Asian hornet latest 

Manek Dubash 
Asian Hornet  
Team Co-ordinator 

Spring is the time that, like everything else in 
nature, Asian hornet queens emerge to 
create new life.  
They are destructive invaders; we need to 

stop them. So here’s a refresher of what they 
do and how to identify them.  
The Asian hornet (Vespa velutina) is a 

non-native, invasive species that was 
accidentally imported in 2004 from China 
into southern France, from where it spread 
undetected and almost unchecked for a few 
years until it was too late to eliminate it. 
The insect spread north and west, and is 

now a major pest and danger to both bees 
and humans in France, Spain and Portugal.  
It’s now on our borders in the Channel 

Islands, Jersey in particular. Jersey residents 
are well-acquainted with it. They know to 
report when one is spotted, as the first new 
queen was on 20 March, with new ones 
emerging daily. 
Jersey’s Asian hornet team co-ordinator 

John de Carteret reported on the group’s 
Facebook page: “Lauren [Wilson-Kelly] in 
her small environment-friendly garden in 
Grouville, on the east coast of Jersey, first 
saw this insect (see photo) on a small bay 
tree in her garden on Sunday lunchtime, it 
returned to this plant, which is currently in 
full flower. The coast of France is 30km away 
and evidence from last year seemed to 

indicate that [most of] our Asian hornet 
queens had flown across from France.” 
Asian hornets can decimate honey bee 

colonies because they no evolved defences. 
Now is the time to stop the hornets, before 
the queens can build new colonies.  
The National Bee Unit produces cards and 

posters to help with identification, and 
there’s an app for that—search in your app 
store. The key identification points are 
yellow legs, orange face and a single orange 
band on the abdomen. They’re a bit smaller 
than the native European hornet.  
As on Jersey, the public are our eyes and 

ears. So if you or anyone you know spots 
one, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 
And check your sheds and eaves for nests. 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

From our apiaries: Barcombe, Grassroots, Hove & Isfield 

Barcombe 

At last, it’s getting exciting again: with 
the change in weather Barcombe has 
suddenly woken up! 
Six hives went into winter and the 

same six were active at the beginning of 
this month and on Sunday 13 March I 
decided to have the first closer look at 
the colonies. The first thing I was happy 
with after gently removing the roofing 
felt overcoat I put on in autumn was 
how clean and dry the hives were. No 
dampness or mildew anywhere and so 
I will keep going with this practice as 
I’m sure it helps protect the hive and 
colony—a roll from Screwfix is very 
cheap and if you’re more careful 
removing it than me then it can be 
reused! 
Five colonies were very busy and 

calm, a gentle sneaky look at a few 
frames showed some very nice brood. 
Three of the colonies looked so busy 
that I decided to put a super on already 
in the hope that it will give them 
something to do and may just divert 
their attentions from early swarming. 
The final hive had been telling us off 

all the time we were there and, when 
we opened them, up they really weren’t 
happy. I had noticed the lack of any 
pollen coming in and, after a more 
thorough look, it was clear that there 
wasn’t any brood being produced at all. 
The following week I went back to have 
another look and they were still very 
annoyed and clearly queenless. There 
were still lots of bees in the hive so I 
reckon it must have been around 
Christmas that she decided to give up. 

So, the first major manoeuvre of the 
year was to unite what was left of this 
colony with its neighbouring hive. To 
do this I placed a sheet of newspaper 
over the queenright colony and placed 
the brood box of this queenless colony 
on top. A few days later I returned and 
the queenless colony had chewed 
through the newspaper and united 
with the queenright colony below. 
Hopefully now these united colonies 
will kick start themselves on the spring 
nectar flow. 
I also noticed that, in the space of a 

week, the hives that I had put supers on 
had already stored some nectar in 
them, not a great amount but certainly 

A busy hive following the merge. They’re making drone brood already. 

a start. I also noticed that a couple of 
colonies were already making drone 
brood so get ready everyone, my 
prediction is some early swarms! 

 
Tony Birkbeck, Apiary Manager 
All photos by Tony. 

Newspaper uniting two colonies 

Hove 

I inspected Hove apiary today (12 
March at time of writing), the weather 
was just on 13 degrees.  
Replaced all the OMF, removed the 

nadired supers, put on queen excluders 
and replaced supers.  
Very surprised with the weight of 

two hives, one had moved stores into 
the nadired super—now tell me that 
bees only move stores above the  
brood box!  

One hive has an elderly queen so I 
put candipollen on and all the fondant 
had gone. Another box had used all the 
fondant.  
I shall return later in the week with 

more fondant.  
At this stage don't want to leave 

anything to chance as the winter bees 
are still in evidence. However, it’s all 
very calm at the moment. 

 
Jude New, Apiary Manager 

Hove apiary. 

Grassroots 

No report this month. 
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Isfield 

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

From our apiaries: Barcombe, Grassroots, Hove & Isfield 

Everything is set to start the new 
beekeeping season at Isfield.  
Late last year a few of us set up the 

apiary area and moved the colony from 
Piddinghoe to its new home in Isfield. 
Over the last couple of weeks Manek 
and I have erected a new (to B&L) 
storage shed and for all of the spare 
equipment. 

 Over the winter, on my monthly 
visits, I have been unsure of what I may 
find as we all suffered from the poor 
season last year. But every time I have 
visited they been surprised that they 
have been thriving.  
As I write, in the last week of March, 

the weather is unusually warm and the 
bees have been very active. The 
workers have been bringing in lots of 

yellow pollen (possibly willow) and I 
have had a chance to look inside the 
hive.  
There are three frames of sealed 

brood with plenty of stores to see them 
through this early part of the season.   

I’m looking forward to showing you 
our new apiary but must advise you 
that parking is very limited on site, so 
can you please let me know if you 
intend to come to any of the out-
meetings.  
If this weather continues and if the 

other reports from around the other 
apiaries is anything to go by, we may 
see swarms or at least swarm 
preparation by the middle of April.  
So keep an eye out for the 

development of drones and have your 
spare hive ready. I’m planning to build 
brood frames this weekend in 
preparation for the nucs. 

 
Ian White, Apiary Manager 
Photos by Manek & Ian 

The new shed at Isfield under construction, with Ian hard at work. Note the hive (on the right) at the site. 

The completed shed. 

Bee buzz: how antibiotics affect our bees 

Exposure to streptomycin, an antibiotic 
used to treat crop diseases in the USA, 
weakens the foraging capabilities of the 
common eastern bumblebee, which 
may have negative implications for 
plant pollination. The use of antibiotics 
for spraying crops has increased 
exponentially in recent years. 
To assess the impact of contact with 

the drug on a key pollinator, Laura 
Avila at Emory university in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and her colleagues fed a group 
of eastern bumblebees (Bombus 
impatiens) a diet of sucrose mixed with 
streptomycin at a concentration of 200 
parts per million—a representative of 
strengths used to spray crops. A control 
group received sucrose alone.  

After two days on these diets, the 
bees were given a series of tests. 
Exposed bees took longer to be trained 
to associate sucrose and water with 
different coloured strips of scad soaked 
in the liquids. Also, in a two-hour 
foraging test in which the bees were 
tracked by radio tags, they visited 
fewer sucrose-filled artificial flowers 
than bees in the control group. 
“We are conducting follow-up work 

to see if these behavioural effects are 
driven by changes in the bee gut 
microbiome”, says Avila. “Laboratory 
studies from other research groups 
have shown that antibiotics can—
unsurprisingly—disrupt bee gut 
microbiomes, and work in other insects 

has shown microbiome changes can 
impact insect behaviour.”  
The researchers are also beginning 

to assess the levels of exposure to the 
drugs faced by bees in the real world 
when they are sprayed on crops. 

 
Gary Hartley, New Scientist, 5 March 
2022  

Comment 
This article may be about the US but it 
it is worth reading the UK government 
publication [pdf]. 
I wonder how these affect our bees 

as well as other pollinators. 
 

Compiled by Gerald Legg 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

B&L held an introductory course for new 
beekeepers on 12 March. It was  well-
attended and covered the basics, from 
why to become a beekeeper, the year of a 
beekeeper, through to practical matters 
such as how to build a frame. 
One attendee, Sam Acford, was kind 

enough to report back on how it went. 
 “My father, wife and I have been 

planning to start keeping bees this year 
and so attended the introduction to 
beekeeping session. It was just what we 
needed. 
“The day covered many practical 

basics, as well as giving us an insight of 
the costs (financially and time) before we 
embark on this hobby. 
“The varied sessions and practical 

workshop at the end helped us build a 
foundation of knowledge on which to 
build and gave us what we needed to 
embark on the next step of purchasing 
kit, choosing an apiary site and how to 
acquire a colony.  Having clear direction 
on where to get support along the way 
was a useful addition too. 
“Also just having some experienced 

beekeepers present to bounce questions 
off was invaluable and helped us clear 
some of the confusion we had from solely 
reading books. 
“All in all, it was a session we’d really 

recommend as a first step if one is 
considering beekeeping. Hopefully just 
the first step of many in our bee keeping 
journey. 
“Thank you Jude, Manek, Norman and 

Ian.” 
The course was organised by B&L’s 

Training Co-ordinator, Jude New, who 
also shepherded members through the 
BBKA Basic Assessment last year, and is 
running the bee Improvement Group and 
the BBKA Module 6 course. 

The Bee Improvement Group meets and plans 

Dateline: Tuesday 8th March.  
Five Brighton and Lewes members 

meet up at Jude’s house in Brighton, 
keen and eager to learn more from 
Malcolm Wilkie, a member of High 
Weald group who had helped Jude set 
up apideas last year. 
Basically, we are all are bee 

improvers, whether by accident or by 
intention. Every hive will produce 
queen cells but what do we do with 
them? 
The easiest and most effective way is 

to pop a frame of young bees, brood 
larvae, food and an empty frame of 
foundation into a small nuc. Close them 
up and leave them alone for three 
weeks, except to feed them syrup. 
We had all bought an apidea. (Thank 

you Adam for the discount). We were 
taught how to prime it with wax 
foundation, how you get the bees into 
the apidea, and what we had to do next, 
like close them up, put them in the dark 
for two days and nights, spray them 
with water so they can dissolve the 
fondant.  
Then put them in your apiary. How 

to cut out a queen cell and how to put 
the cell in the apidea. Then leave for 
three weeks, and hopefully after this 

time there should be a mated queen 
and sealed worker brood. 
After lunch we were shown a Cloake 

board, and how that works in a hive. 
Tony, who is a practical hands-on 
member, was sure that he could make 
one and has since done so, and saved 
quite a few pounds.  
We then had a picture presentation 

of the day’s events, the age of a queen 
cell larva sitting in royal jelly. Queen 
cells which can easily be removed, and 
those which cannot. 
In all, a very informative day. We will 

all have further equipment to buy, 
which can be shared among the group, 
and to start us off, Malcolm suggested 
we each put in £20.  
And like a raffle he took our names 

and whoever’s name he pulled out 
would have ‘New Queen’ who was the 
little colony he raised last year to start 
off with. As it’s me writing this, yes you 
have guessed it. I won her, and she is 
now in my garden, I will be pandering 
to her needs!! 
Just got to get her through the spring 

and into her own nuc box and then 
return Malcolm his equipment. 

 
Hilary Osman 

Westdene Barn, Brighton, was the venue for 

B&L’s Introduction to Beekeeping course, 

held on 12 March 2022. 

Feedback for B&L’s  
beginner course 
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NOTICEBOARD 

We have offers of land for beekeeping 

Book of the Month 

The Archaeology of 
Beekeeping by Eva Crane 

This month’s book is all about the 
history since the Stone Age of man’s 
association with bees and beekeeping. 
There is a mass of information on all 

the different ways that we have devised 
to keep bees and harvest their honey. 

Bees feature in cave paintings from 
500BC and before.  
People have invented so many 

different styles of hive, from horizontal 
clay hives, mud hives, log hives hung in 
trees to deter honey-loving animals.  
Forest beekeeping was common in 

some parts of the world where bees 
were observed and the honey was 
harvested from the tree cavities.  
Cottages were built with alcoves in 

the walls to hold skeps and further up 
the social scale bee houses, some quite 
ornamental are discussed. There is also 
a chapter on bees in art, everyday life, 
even pub signs.  
If you are at all interested in 

archaeology and beekeeping, I think 
you would find this book a good read. 

 
Barbara Summerfield, Librarian 

Are you looking for somewhere to site 
an apiary? We’ve been contacted by 
two people who would like to see bees 
on their land. 
First is Rebecca Buchmann, who 

would like to house some bees.  
She writes: “We have 10 acres of wild 

flower meadow in a very quiet, rural 
setting near Uckfield. We previously 
had a friend who kept bees here, but 
retired last year.” 

B&L needs a new apiary manager 

Do you fancy looking after some more 
bees? If so, this could be your chance. 
For some time, B&L has been aware 

that our four existing apiaries, near 
Barcombe, Burgess Hill, Hove and 
Isfield do not cover the southern end of 
our area as well as we would like.  
With the aim of making them as 

accessible to as many members as 
possible, we are in the throes of setting 

up an apiary near Telscombe. We shall 
therefore need an apiary manager to 
run it.  
So if you live in or near the area, have 

at least a couple of years’ experience of 
beekeeping and could be interested in 
taking on running an apiary, please 
contact our new Chairman, Graham 
Bubloz, whose contact details are on 
the back page. 

The second offer comes from Robert 
Jacobs, who writes: 
“I am a volunteer gardener at St 

Peter &St James hospice nr Wivelsfield. 
The hospice has a large garden, fields 
and woodland area. Would any of your 
members be interested in locating a 
hive/hives in the hospice grounds. 
Thank you. Bob Jacobs” 
If you’re interested, please contact 

chairman Graham Bubloz, whose 
contact details are on the back page. 

Bee Market volunteers required 
Fancy baking a cake or savouries? Or just come along to help out? 

Heathfield Bee Market 

Saturday 21 May 

Donations of cakes and savouries required to sell on the day 
 

Cake suggestions: Victoria, Honey, Fruit, Lemon Drizzle, Coconut, Chocolate… 
 

And savoury foods: Sausage rolls, savoury quiche, pizza... 
 

If you can provide, please contact 
Hilary Osman on: osmans.home@btinternet.com 

 
Event details are here. 

If you are interested in 

archaeology and 

beekeeping, you would 

enjoy this book. 
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PHOTO CORNER 

Photographer Lisa White writes: I have about 15 -20 dead bees around my hive.  I have taken them into work to look at them under a 

microscope in the science department (so interesting, I’m looking at buying one to have a closer look at the bees and pollen). Anyway I was 

pleased to see that this bee looks really healthy and no signs of varroa.  I think they died from exhaustion in the wind as they all look like 

young bees. Such a shame as they all have pollen on them. Such beautiful wings, I didn’t realise they have tiny hairs on their wings! 

A harbinger of spring 

Apis mellifera on blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) in mid-March near Sittingbourne, just what we all want to see…. Photo: Malcolm Stamp 
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Tuesday 12 April 2022, 19.00 
With Pete Sutcliffe.  
Early beekeeping tended to favour 
swarmy bees, but we do not do much 
better nowadays, even with all the 
knowledge and equipment at our 
disposal. We also hear frequent 
complaints about bad-tempered bees, 
and this causes particular difficulties 

for beginner-beekeepers. Small-scale beekeepers are 
desperate for queens and will accept anything going, it 
seems.  
It doesn’t have to be this way! Pete will outline some 

relatively simple methods of improving your bees. Simple, 
but not necessarily easy—nothing is gained without a little 
effort, but a lot could be gained with a little effort.  
Pete Sutcliffe has been keeping bees for over thirty years 

now, having started out with two home-made WBCs 
inherited from his father.  
He now works in a beekeeping team with his wife: 

together they keep an average of 20 colonies on various sites 
in the Dane Valley in Cheshire. 
Following his retirement, Pete put himself through the 

various BBKA examinations and eventually achieved the 
accolade of “Master Beekeeper”. He is still rather diffident 
about this title, as the bees seem to be the masters a lot of the 
time! 
Pete was a member of the BBKA Examinations Board, a 

BBKA Trustee and chair of the BBKA’s Education and 
Husbandry Committee. He is a BBKA Correspondence Course 
Tutor, a Basic and General Husbandry Assessor, and he has 
set and marked Module examinations. Pete has also been 
active within Cheshire BKA and is currently leading a county-
wide working group on selective queen-rearing.  
Register here. 

EVENTS 

Getting ready for the new year 

Friday 22 April, 19.30 
Cliffe Hall, Cliffe High Street, 
Lewes. 

This live talk is from Ben and Maggi Pratt, aka  
The Bee People. 
Ben and Maggi have been keeping bees since 1984, they 

are professional beekeepers and suppliers of bee equipment. 
Both Ben & Maggi have been closely involved with the SBKA 
over many years and lectured on many subjects. 
They will also be bringing their trade stand with them, so 

this is an excellent opportunity to replace those old frames 
and foundation or, if you are new to beekeeping, to buy for 
the first time.  
We hope to see you there. 
PS: Please see back page for out-apiary meeting details. 

Breeding out bad traits 
The London bee situation: are there too 
many colonies in urban towns?  

Wednesday 6 April, 19.00 
With Richard Glassborrow 
The prevailing 'save the bees' 
narrative is often based on poor and 
or misleading information about bees 
and their needs. A central theme is 
‘bee decline’ but the question, ‘which 
bees’ is either left blank or wrongly 

claimed or implied that it’s honey bees. 
By extension, it is claimed or implied that keeping 

honeybees will help bees. In London this has converged with 
a seemingly innate public fascination with these small 
stinging insects and a desire to help them. The resulting 
increase in urban beekeeping has continued unabated for 
more than ten years with little to no regard to the forage side 
of the equation. In some parts of London, the resulting colony 
densities constitute an animal welfare issue not to mention 
nature conversation. 
The London bee situation has forced London Beekeepers’ 

Association members to recognise there is much more to 
beekeeping than what goes on inside the box. 
But there are also lots of pluses about honey bees, not least 

the engagement with the natural world they provide for not 
just beekeepers but potentially wider urban populations too. 
More than half the world's population already live in cities 
and that is predicted to rise to more than 2/3rds by 2050. At 
those levels, the importance of maintaining connection with 
the natural world Is arguably a matter of our own survival. 
Richard will set out to explain the problems a city such as 

London faces and how the London Beekeeper's Association 
proposes to promote responsible and sustainable 
beekeeping in London. 
Register here. 
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MEETINGS AND CONTACTS 

B&L Divisional Diary 

Spring events 2022 

Officers & contacts 

President: Vacant 
 
Chairman: Graham Bubloz 
E: graham.bubloz@gmail.com 
M: 07758 866278 
 
Hon Secretary: Vacant 
 
Treasurer/Membership Secretary:  
Norman Dickinson 
34 Abergavenny Road, Lewes BN7 1SN 
E: memsec.blbees@outlook.com 
M: 07792 296422 
 
Meetings Secretary: Bob Curtis 
 
Librarian: Barbara Summerfield 
E: psummerfield99@ntlworld.com 
 
Swarm Co-ordinator: Ian White 
E: swarms@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk 
M: 07999 987097 
 
Webmaster: Gerald Legg 
E: gerald@chelifer.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: Manek Dubash 
E: editor@mailforce.net 
M: 07788 923557 
 
Training Co-ordinator: Jude New 
E: newapiary@hotmail.com 
 
Asian Hornet Team Co-ordinator: Manek Dubash 
E: blbka.ahat@gmail.com 
M: 07762 312592 
 
Apiary Managers 
- Barcombe: Tony Birkbeck 
- Grassroots: Jude New 
- Hove: Jude New 
- Isfield: Ian White 
 
B&L Facebook Group 
Group Administrator: Graham Bubloz 
E: graham.bubloz@gmail.com 
M: 07758 866278 
 
Sussex BKA County Representative: Vacant 
National Honey Show Rep: Norman Dickinson 

Deadlines 
Please send all contributions for the newsletter, including 
photos, to the Editor (details on right). Max. length: 500 words.  
 
Copy deadline: 18th of the month before the publication date 
(except December: 11th). Email photos etc. for the website to 
Webmaster Gerald Legg (details on right). 
Publication date: 25th of the month. 

Disclaimer 
The Brighton and Lewes Division of the SBKA cannot accept 
any responsibility for loss, injury or damage sustained by 
persons in consequence of their participation in activities 
arranged by the Division. 

National Bee Unit inspectors 
Regional Bee Inspector: Dan Etherington 
M: 07979 119376 
E: sandra.gray@apha.gov.uk 
Seasonal Bee Inspector: Diane Steele  
M: 07775 119452 
E: diane.steele@apha.gov.uk 

Date Format Topic Speaker 

Friday 22 April Live * Getting ready for the new 
year + The Bee People  
trade stand 

Ben and  
Maggi Pratt 

Saturday 21 May Live Bee Market at Heathfield 
College 

 

Tuesday 31 May Live Bee Disease Day at Laughton Bee 
inspectors 

* Meeting held at Cliffe Hall, Cliffe High Street, Lewes BN7 2AH. 

Out-apiary meetings 

Apiary Topic Pre-book? Date 

Barcombe Hive inspection for beginners Yes Sat 9 April 

Hove Hive inspection for beginners Yes Sun 10 April 

Isfield Hive inspection for beginners Yes Sun 24 April 

The timing of outdoor meetings may change as circumstances/ 
weather dictate. Please pre-book—contact Graham here. 


