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The word 'March' comes from the Roman 
'Martius'. This was originally the first 
month of the Roman calendar and was 
named after Mars, the god of war. Topical 
connotations aside, we can clearly see is 
that nights are shorter and the days longer 
as the equinox approaches. And that means 
it’s almost beekeeping time again!  

But while it’s unlikely to be warm 
enough to unbutton our hives for a few 
weeks yet, there’s still work to be done. 

If you haven’t done your winter 
equipment maintenance, you need to get 
your skates on.  And of course, top priority 
has to be feeding.  

I know I’m not alone in having lost 
colonies at this time of year: the brood nest 
is expanding, the days when they can fly 
are increasing so energy expenditure is 
going up too but there’s little forage. Top 
task: ensure they have enough to eat. 

But all of this and more is dealt with by 
the Veiled Beekeeper who writes our 
monthly tips page. You’ll find his (or is it 
her?) full report on p2.  

Annual General Meeting 
The other news, apart from hoping your 
hives stayed upright during the February 
storms, is of course the AGM & Honey 
Show. For a full report, check pages 4-7. 

The short form is however that Graham 
Bubloz is our new chairman, Norman 
Dickinson having stepped down as he 
always said he would after a year a bit in 
post. He remains our Membership 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

And Hilary Osman, having given seven 
years of service to B&L, has also stepped 
down, having superbly filled the role of 
Secretary, in order to spend more time 
with her bees. 

We have yet to find anyone who is brave 
enough (!) to fill Hilary’s shoes but if you 
think you’d like to give it a go, please let 
Graham know; his details are on the back 
page. It’s mainly taking the minutes at 
committee meetings and dealing with 
correspondence in between meetings. So 
the role is not onerous or lengthy but 
attention to detail is likely to be a plus.  

Thank you Hilary and Norman for the 
gift of your services to B&L. 

 
Manek Dubash, Editor 

Daffodil: a cheerful harbinger of spring 
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HINTS AND TIPS 

Seasonal tips for March 

I hope your bees survived the storms of 
February and well done on keeping 
your bees going so far. So what’s next? 

As the days lengthen and the 
temperature rises, the queen will start 
to increase her laying rate, building a 
new foraging force for the approaching 
spring. The fondant you have been 
using, a source of carbohydrate, that 
the bees have been using to maintain 
the hive temperature, will need to be 
supplemented with a source of protein 
to help with the development of the 
new brood. 

In the absence of stored pollen in the 
hive you can use pollen patties either 
home-made or shop bought. They can 
be either substitutes (without pollen) 
or supplements (with pollen). Here’s 
one I found: 

Homemade Pollen Substitute Recipe 
Patties [pdf] 

Fat-free soy flour (226g/8oz) 
Granulated sugar (340g/12oz) 
Brewer’s yeast (28g/1oz) 
Sugar syrup (340g/12oz) at 2:1 or 

your honey 
You can also use ordinary soy flour. 

Add water as needed to mix. 
And there’s another one on Beebase. 

Or you can use a fondant mixed with 
pollen such a Candipolline Gold (other 
brands are available). 

On warmer, still days, later on in the 
month when the temperature is getting 
towards about 12oC you can do a 
limited examination of the hive to see 
how things are going. Does the queen 
have enough spare space to lay new 
brood? If not, move a frame of empty 

drawn comb nearer the centre of the 
brood to help her along. 

Feeding and varroa 
Check if they need feeding. If the 
cluster is low down on the comb and 
there is plenty of sealed stores—good. 
If they are clustered on the top of the 
frames and there is little sign of stores, 
then feed.  

Use a contact feeder (see image 
above) filled with thick syrup. Sugar 
and water mixed in the ratio of 2:1 or 
commercial syrup. Caution: do not feed 
too much as the bees will store it and 
reduce the space available for the 
queen to lay. 

Check the varroa drop rate. If you’re 
not sure what it should be, go to the 
Beebase website to check their 
calculator or leaflet.  

When treating your bees, it’s 
necessary to keep a record of any 
approved medicines that you’ve given 
or going to give to your bees. Approved 
means, those approved by the 
Veterinary Medicines Directorate 
(VMD). Current legislation, requires 
that you keep a record of the purchase, 
use and disposal of these medicines. 
Records should be kept for a minimum 
of five years. Again a helpful leaflet is 
available to download from BeeBase. 

Now may also be the opportunity to 
change the floor and get rid of all the 
debris that has accumulated of the 
winter. Remember not to drop litter in 
the apiary, put it in bucket and dispose 
of it in the dustbin at home or in your 
garden burner. When the weather is 
warm enough, I will change all of the 
hive components, from floor to roof, 
except for the brood frames. 

Later in the month when there is 
little fear of freezing, you may think 
about stimulation feeding. This where 
you use a thin syrup (1:1) to simulate a 
nectar flow. However, if you start 
feeding you will need to continue until 
natural sources of pollen and nectar 
become available. A strong colony can 
use up to 2kg of stores during this 
period.  

An example: in my apiary there is a 
large willow tree and that comes into 
flower in late April/early May. It takes 
six weeks from egg to flying forager so, 
if the cluster is small when you start 
feeding, they may not be able to 

(Continued on page 3) 
Choose a sunny day for your first inspection 

If you can see this many, it’s too many 

Willow in flower 
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maintain the correct temperature for 
rearing the new brood if you stop. 

Planning ahead 
It’s also time to think about what you 
want to do with your bees this year. 
Replacing or rebuilding your stock of 
bees and how you’ll go about it. You 
could pick the biggest and best hive 
that you have identified from your hive 
records (ha ha ha). 

Keeping records, no matter the size 
of your operation, will make your life 
easier. I still struggle to write 
everything down, even now after all the 
years I’ve been keeping bees. When I 
first started with just one hive, it was 
easy to remember everything I saw and 
did. However, as the number of hives 
increased, and the manipulations got 
more involved it all became a little 

confusing. Several types of record cards 
are available, including paper-based or 
computer-based ones, and cards can be 
designed by yourself; as long as they 
meet your needs, they will be fine. 

But back to that nice healthy colony: 
are you going to split it into three or 
four new nuclei/uses, letting the bees 
develop new queens in the process? 

You could wait until swarms become 
available and go and collect them. This 
has some element of risk as they may 
be carrying some disease and unless 
you have somewhere to quarantine 
them, you don’t want them mixing 
freely with your bees (does this sound 
familiar?).  

Whatever you’re planning to do with 
them also think whether you have 
enough equipment to carry out this 
adventurous programme of bee 
husbandry. 

Or you could think about buying 
them. If you do buy them, make sure 
it’s from a known dealer or that they 
have an inspection certificate from the 
Bee Inspector. There is a guide on the 
BBKA website.  

The nuc/hive should have a 
combination of adult and flying bees, 
brood in all stages of development over 
3-8 frames with this year’s or last 
year’s marked queen.  

The colony needs to be in the 
position to be able to start to expand 
immediately. The frames should be 
constructed properly and be new, or 
last season’s, at the least. There should 
be enough stores in the box to last 
about two weeks, as the bees may not 
be able to fly due to bad weather. If at 
all possible, buy bees that have been 
bred locally; they are used to the 
climate.  

If you are new to beekeeping, 
remember to secure the box for the 
journey home. You don’t want to stop 
suddenly and then have a car full of 
bees. Make sure the box is out of the 
sun and there’s enough ventilation, so 
they don’t overheat. 

Writing this has whetted my appetite 
and after last year’s poor weather and 
sickly bees, I can’t wait to go and see 
my bees! 

 
Another veiled beekeeper 

(Continued from page 2) 

HINTS AND TIPS 

Seasonal tips for March 

Splitting the hive 

Overturned lorry contained 16-20m bees 

Bee buzz: news in brief 

Courses for mentors 
B&L provides mentors for those who 
would like them. But who trains the 
mentors to help them do the best job?  
Training co-ordinator Jude New is 
planning courses for mentors, starting in 
April or May. What she needs to know is 
the number of people who might be 

interested. Please let her know if you 
are. Her contact details are on the back 
page. 

BBKA courses available 
The BBKA has advised that places 
remain on the following courses: Bee 
Handling and Management, 25-29 April, 
and Queen Rearing, Saturday 23 April 
2022. 

The week-long, bee-handling course is 
suitable for those beekeepers who have 
three or more years’ of experience. It is 
designed to allow attendees to hone 
their basic skills and learn new ones, 
there will be plenty of opportunities to 

discuss techniques, practice 
manipulations and gain a fuller 
understanding of the principles involved 
in using them. 

The Queen Rearing course is suitable 
for those that want to learn more about 
queen rearing.  

It will seek to equip the beekeeper 
with the knowledge and skills to raise 
sufficient queens for their own colonies 
and potentially improve their own stock, 
possibly having surplus queens to share 
with others in a small breeding group 

To find out more, go here. 
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Words from the Chair 

Graham Bubloz 
Chairman 

Hello everyone. I have the honour as serving 
as the Chairman of Brighton and Lewes 
Beekeepers for 2022. 

 Many of you won’t know me, so here is a 
short biography to get us better acquainted: 
I am 62 years old, married to Karen and we 
have two grown-up children who have fled 
the nest.  

I have retired but when I was working I 
was employed as an IT Project Manager for 
most of my career. I was made redundant 
and switched in 2013 to working as a 
construction manager in the water supply 
industry. 

I became interested in beekeeping when 
Karen organised for me to attend a one-day 
beekeeping course in March 2019. I joined 
the B&L Beekeepers Division a month later.  

I soon acquired a used National hive and a 
swarm came to me shortly afterwards in 
June. I was hooked. I now keep two hives at 
the bottom of my garden in Brighton.  

I hope that I shall get to know everyone 
very much better than I currently do—and 
so please do stop me if you see me—and I’ll 
be very happy to have a chat. Please carry on 
supporting your hard-working committee, 
and let us know what we need to do to make 
things even better. 

Oh, and while I am at it, I’ll let you into a 
little secret: my surname is rather unusual 
and phonetically it’s pronounced “boob-low.” 
The name is from Switzerland: my paternal 
grandfather was from there, but I was born 
in London and my parents moved to 
Brighton when I was three. 

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

AGM 2022: report 

The room was fairly full as the AGM 
started just after 19.30 on Friday 17 
February 2022. Outgoing Chairman 
Norman Dickinson opened the meeting 
and, with no matters arising from the 
previous year’s minutes, B&L 
committee members reported on the 
year’s activities. 

Reports 
Treasurer’s report: Norman reported 
that in 2021 the Division had an 
income of £7,038.86 and expenditure 
of £7,758.67, a deficit of £718.81. The 
deficit was partially accounted for by 
four items: 
 Refunds for cancelled Bee Disease 

Day: £190.00 
 Setup of new Isfield apiary: £362.64. 
 New books for the Library: £118.00 
 New iZettle card reader: £34.00 

Also, last year’s lack of honey and of 
places open at which to sell it, due of 
course to the pandemic, accounted for 

lower income than usual. Cash in the 
bank is £4,461.25. 

This was followed by the Chair’s 
report. Norman noted changes we had 
to make in the previous year. The 
pandemic forced us into virtual 
meetings, and the poor weather meant 
a big drop in honey production. 

He highlighted the big advances B&L 
has made with regard to education and 
bee improvement, and called out the 
positive response to the improved 
newsletter (thank you!—Ed.) and the 
growth in membership, up by 42 to 
166, much of which is attributable to 
Facebook and the efforts of Graham 
Bubloz as FB admin. 

And finally, he paid tribute to B&L 
Secretary Hilary Osman, who for eight 
years has been instrumental in keeping 
the Division going, a sentiment which 
received a big round of applause. 

Donning his Membership Secretary’s 
hat, Norman reported that membership 
numbers are fluid because we are still 
in the middle of the renewal period. 

We heard reports from the Facebook 
group administrator, the Asian Hornet 
Team and swarm co-ordinators, from 
the apiary managers and from the 
training co-ordinator.  

They included a lot of interesting 
detail, most of which can be found on 
the website. 

Election results 
The following were declared elected: 
 Chairman: Graham Bubloz 
 Treasurer: Norman Dickinson 
 Membership Secretary: Norman 

Dickinson 
 Newsletter Editor: Manek Dubash 
 Education Coordinator: Judith New 
 Committee Members: Felicity Alder, 

Bob Curtis, Gerald Legg, Ian White 
We need someone to fulfil the role of 

Secretary. It’s not onerous but needs 
attention to detail. If you fancy it, 
please contact Graham Bubloz. 

Photos: Bob Curtis & Manek Dubash 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

Honey Show report 

The B&L Honey Show was held alongside the AGM. Sadly, due to the stormy weather, SBKA Treasurer Harold Cloutt—who 
was to judge the entries—was unable to attend, but thankfully committee stalwarts Gerald Legg and Jude New stepped into 
the breach. Congratulations to all who entered. And it was great to be back in person…. 

Above: Newly elected B&L Chairman 

Graham Bubloz introduces himself 

Middle column: Entrants for Honey Jar 

Label, and Wax Candle & Wax Block 

Right column: Show judge Gerald Legg 

assesses honey clarity; Nigel Kermode (left) 

accepts his award; B&L Honey Show 

entrants; B&L Honey labels; National Honey 

Show exhibit (Hilary Osman). 

All photos by Bob Curtis except where 

indicated. NB: Photo competition is overleaf. 

Table design: Hazel Bennington 



6 

 
NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

Honey Show report: photography competition 

Honey Show Photography entrants 

Left column: A honey bee collecting 

propolis; Bombus lapidarius; Rustic 

(Roman) apiary in Malta; Apis dorsata 

colony. All by Bob Curtis. 

Middle column: Bumble bees (top two) by 

Shirley Light; Bumble bee on white flower 

by Hilary Osman 

Above: top: Leaf cutter bee by Thelda 

Bryant; Eggs & Grassroots apiary (both by 

Graham Bubloz) 

The Honey Show Photography class attracted a fair number of photos. Winner of the best close-up was Bee collecting 
propolis (top left), and best bee-related photo was Apis dorsata colony, both by Bob Curtis. Congratulations Bob! 
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NOTICEBOARD 

We have offers of land for beekeeping 

Book of the Month 

This month’s book is a small volume of 
about 170 pages, called Bee Propolis, 
Natural Healing from the Hive by James 
Fearnley. It was published in 2001  
after James had spent nine years 
studying propolis.  

Quote from the book: “Bees 
manufacture propolis from plant resin 
to keep their hives free of harmful 
bacteria and it has been hailed as a 
product with vast potential for human 
health”. 

I found it thoroughly fascinating. I 
skipped a few of the scientific pages but 
the more you read about it the more 
you realise what an amazing product it 
is. Ancient civilisations knew its worth 
and it seems we are rediscovering its 
uses.  

There are chapters on the role of 
propolis in the hive, research into its 
properties, effects on certain illnesses 
and even one on making your own 
medicines. 

It’s had an effect on me: I will not 
moan any more about the difficulty of 
removing it from tools, gloves, queen 
excluders etc., in fact I aim to try 
harvesting it.  

 
Barbara Summerfield, Librarian 

Are you looking for somewhere to site 
an apiary? We’ve been contacted by 
two people who would like to see bees 
on their land. 

First is Rebecca Buchmann, who 
would like to house some bees.  

She writes: “We have 10 acres of wild 
flower meadow in a very quiet, rural 
setting near Uckfield. We previously 
had a friend who kept bees here, but 
retired last year.” 

B&L needs a new apiary manager 

Do you fancy looking after some more 
bees? If so, this could be your chance. 

For some time, B&L has been aware 
that our four existing apiaries, near 
Barcombe, Burgess Hill, Hove and 
Isfield do not cover the southern end of 
our area as well as we would like.  

With the aim of making them as 
accessible to as many members as 
possible, we are in the throes of setting 

up an apiary near Telscombe. We shall 
therefore need an apiary manager to 
run it.  

So if you live in or near the area, have 
at least a couple of years’ experience of 
beekeeping and could be interested in 
taking on running an apiary, please 
contact our new Chairman, Graham 
Bubloz, whose contact details are on 
the back page. 

We’re moving our winter meetings 

We’ve got a new meeting venue from 
September 2022 onwards: the Eastgate 
Baptist Church, Eastgate, Lewes.  
Why? Read on. 

The AGM was held at Cliffe Hall, 
Cliffe High Street, Lewes, where we’ve 
held meetings for years, but is likely to 
be our last AGM at that venue for the 
foreseeable future.  

Note though that our last winter 
meeting on 22 April 2022 will still be 
held at the old venue, Cliffe Hall. 

We’re moving because Cliffe Hall’s 
management decided that, because 

B&L was not there as frequently as 
groups who meet all year round, they 
were prioritised for our preferred 
Wednesday evenings. This meant we 
could only have Friday evenings—the 
least popular day to hold a meeting. 

So we looked for an alternative.  

New venue 
After some research and phoning 
round, we settled on the Eastgate 
Baptist Church for a number of 
reasons, the first of which was of 
course availability: we can have our 
winter meetings on Wednesday 
evenings again.  

The venue is also very convenient. 
There’s parking within five minutes’ 
walk, as well as outside for 
unloading/loading. The bus station is 
next door, just 20 seconds away, with 
the railway station only a further few 
minutes’ walk. Look forward to the first 
meeting in our new home... 

The second offer comes from Robert 
Jacobs, who writes: 

“I am a volunteer gardener at St 
Peter &St James hospice nr Wivelsfield. 
The hospice has a large garden, fields 
and woodland area. Would any of your 
members be interested in locating a 
hive/hives in the hospice grounds. 

Thank you. Bob Jacobs” 
If you’re interested, please contact 

chairman Graham Bubloz, whose 
contact details are on the back page. 
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EVENTS 

Sussex Beekeepers’ Association AGM 

Saturday 5 March 2022, 
14.00-17.00 
Venue: Luxford Centre, 
Library Way, Uckfield, TN22 
1AR (at the top of the main 
car park). 
Sussex BKA (SBKA) is our 
parent organisation—B&L is 
one of five divisions in SBKA, 

the others being Eastbourne; East Grinstead; Hastings and 
Rother, and High Weald. 

Hosting of the AGM rotates around the five divisions, and 
this year is our turn, so B&L is responsible for managing it, 
providing refreshments and so on.  

To that end, although we don't know how many people are 
going to turn up, we do need refreshments and cakes. 
Anything not used can be frozen and used at future out-
apiary meetings. Payment for cakes can be obtained from the 
county treasurer. 

Can you bring a cake? 

Dance like no-one’s watching 

Wednesday 16 March 2022, 19.00 
Zoom: Lynne Ingram 
This talk, hosted by B&L, is about the 
role of honey bee communication in 
colony well-being. 
Lynne has kept bees for over 30 years, 
and runs 25 colonies in Somerset. She is 

a Master Beekeeper, holds the National Diploma in 
Beekeeping, and is an examiner for the modules and the 
Basic, General Husbandry, Bee Health and Microscopy 
assessments.  

A link will be sent out within 24 hours of the meeting. 

Stings, allergies and  
anaphylactic shocks 

Wednesday 9 March 2022, 19.00 
Zoom: Dr. Pamela Ewan 
As beekeepers, many of us are quite used 
to getting stung. It could be regarded as 
an 'occupational hazard'. However 
sometimes a sting can cause an extreme 
reaction. Pamela will talk about bee 

venom and allergies. Dr Pamela Ewan is one of the leading 
allergists in the UK and head of the Allergy Department in 
Cambridge, a major centre in the speciality.  

Register here. 

Managing your queens 

Wednesday 2 March 2022, 19:00  
Zoom: Marin Anastasov 
Often the recommendation to correct a 
colony that has gone, in one or another 
way, wrong is to ‘re-queen it’. However, 
queens can sometimes be difficult to find 
and even more difficult to introduce. 

Once we have established that a queen is valuable as her 
colony has all the characteristics we are after, we will want to 
extend her life so she can become the mother of our future 
queens.  

In this talk we will explore the signs of queenlessness and 
the techniques that give the best results in queen 
introduction. We look at ways to find elusive queens within a 
colony, queen marking and clipping. Finally, we examine the 
management of colonies to ensure we extend the productive 
life of valuable queens.  

Register here. 

Beekeeping: can we make it pay? 

Tuesday 15 March 2022, 19:30  
Zoom: online discussion 
This popular wide ranging presentation 
looks at ways in which beekeepers may 
be able to reduce the costs of their hobby 
and perhaps produce a surplus.  
Suggestions given are based on the 

experience gleaned from over 50 years of beekeeping with 
up to 130 colonies. There are tips for those who wish to 
expand their hobby into a semi-commercial operation, with 
suggestions to make savings in time and expense as well as 
using simple and efficient management techniques.  

BIBBA members will be able to register to attend the live 
zoom meeting with the option to ask questions (email will be 
sent to members closer to the event for them to register). 

Register here. 

The Home Hive: making hives 
 on a budget 

Tuesday 29 March 2022, 19.30 
Zoom: Karl Colyer 
Karl has been a beekeeper since 2003, 
and builds his hives from recycled wood. 
He talks us through how he makes them, 
touches on the basics, ways to save 
money, get free bees and end up with a 
beekeeping plan that works for you.  

Register here. 



9 

 
MEETINGS AND CONTACTS 

B&L Divisional Diary 

Spring meetings & events 2022 

Officers & contacts 

President: Vacant 
 
Chairman: Graham Bubloz 
E: graham.bubloz@gmail.com 
M: 07758 866278 
 
Hon Secretary: Vacant 
 
Treasurer: Norman Dickinson 
34 Abergavenny Road, Lewes BN7 1SN 
E: memsec.blbees@outlook.com 
M: 07792 296422 
 
Membership Secretary: Norman Dickinson 
(Details above) 
 
Meetings Secretary: Bob Curtis 
 
Librarian: Barbara Summerfield 
E: psummerfield99@ntlworld.com 
 
Swarm Co-ordinator: Ian White 
E: swarms@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk 
M: 07999 987097 
 
Webmaster: Gerald Legg 
E: gerald@chelifer.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: Manek Dubash 
E: editor@mailforce.net 
M: 07788 923557 
 
Training Co-ordinator: Jude New 
E: newapiary@hotmail.com 
 
Asian Hornet Team Co-ordinator: Manek Dubash 
E: blbka.ahat@gmail.com 
M: 07762 312592 
 
Apiary Managers 
- Barcombe: Tony Birkbeck 
- Grassroots: Jude New 
- Hove: Jude New 
- Isfield: Ian White 
 
B&L Facebook Group 
Group Administrator: Graham Bubloz 
E: graham.bubloz@gmail.com 
M: 07758 866278 
 
Sussex BKA County Representative: Vacant 
National Honey Show Rep: Norman Dickinson 

Deadlines 

Please send all contributions for the newsletter, including 
photos, to the Editor (details on right). Max. length: 700 words.  
 
Copy deadline: 18th of the month before the publication date 
(except December: 11th). Email photos etc. for the website to 
Webmaster Gerald Legg (details on right). 
Publication date: 25th of the month. 

Disclaimer 
The Brighton and Lewes Division of the SBKA cannot accept 
any responsibility for loss, injury or damage sustained by 
persons in consequence of their participation in activities 
arranged by the Division. 

National Bee Unit inspectors 
Regional Bee Inspector: Sandra Gray 
M: 07775 119430  
E: sandra.gray@apha.gov.uk 
Seasonal Bee Inspector: Diane Steele  
M: 07775 119452 
E: diane.steele@apha.gov.uk 

Date Format Topic Speaker 

Wednesday 16 
March 

Zoom Dance like no-one’s watching Lynne 
Ingram 

Friday 22 April Live * Getting ready for the new 
year + The Bee People  
trade stand 

Ben and  
Maggi Pratt 

Saturday 21 May Live Bee Market at Heathfield 
College 

 

Tuesday 31 May Live Bee Disease Day at Laughton Bee 
inspectors 

* Meeting held at Cliffe Hall, Cliffe High Street, Lewes BN7 2AH. 

Spring/summer meetings 
Looking forward to the start of the season, the date for the first 
out-apiary meeting is Saturday 9 April 2022 at the Barcombe 
Apiary. Note that the timing of this and all outdoor meetings may 
change as circumstances/weather dictate. 


