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CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE? 

Do you have interesting 
photos or video links you’d 
like to share? Or an insight 
from your beekeeping that 
would could enhance the 
hobby for others? Do you 
have skills that could be 
useful to other members? 
Anything else you’d like to 
see in this newsletter?  
Ideas and contributions 

welcome; all contact details 
are on the back page. 

Dying of thirst 

Why did my bees die en masse early last 
spring? Here’s a theory or two.  
I stumbled across an interesting couple 

of theories aired in The Apiarist’s recent 
newsletter. In it, Jonathan Coote, of the 
High Weald BKA, suggests a couple of 
possible reasons for the high rate of colony 
losses over last winter and early spring. 
Jonathan posits that the unusual, very 

mild spell in February may have resulted 
in a burst of brood laying. The weather 
then turned suddenly and it became 
unseasonably cold and dry. The bees were 
then faced with an enlarged colony in need 
of increased resources.  
They might have had plenty of food but 

did they have enough water?  
Bees will go and attempt to find water in 

weather and temperatures that are right 

on the limit at which they can survive: 
we’re talking single-figure temperatures. 
When they find it, it takes several 

minutes for a bee to fill up. The water they 
ingest will be also very cold, lowering their 
internal temperature even further. Once 
full, they can’t get warm enough to take off, 
and they don’t make it back. Others follow 
and suffer the same consequences. The 
colony then dies from a lack of water. 
Jonathan notes: “An interesting possible 

confirmation of this hypothesis comes 
from a very experienced beekeeper who 
lost four out of five colonies, all with young 
queens, all containing ‘premature’ brood. 
The survivor with the same attributes had 
somehow stored a quantity of water under 
the frame ends and the runners of the 
upper box.” 
Your thoughts? 

Changing places again 
Our apiaries need not just nearby forage 
and water, to be away from pedestrian 
traffic, and have shelter and sunshine, but 
also somewhere for members to park and 
space for a group to gather around hives. 
The new apiary in a huge garden near 
Isfield fits the bill. Hope to see you there. 

 
Manek Dubash, Editor 
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HINTS AND TIPS 

Seasonal tips for September 

As I said last month, once the honey has 
been taken off (ha ha), now is the time 
to thoroughly check the brood for 
disease and mite levels. Only treat your 
bees if they need it. Use the National 
Bee Unit Guide on Managing Varroa 
and go to the chapter on Integrated 
Pest Management for advice. In round 
numbers if your daily average mite 
drop is above 10, then you need to treat 
immediately. Several treatments are 
available to us, but some need to be 
applied before the temperature drops 
too far. 
You will also want to protect the 

stores, so it’s a good idea to reduce the 
hive entrance size to help the bees 
guard against wasps and other bees 
robbing, especially for a smaller colony. 

Winter feeding 
So what constitutes a small colony? It’s 
been suggested that anything with 
fewer than five frames of bees is in 
danger of failing during the winter. 
There could be a number of reasons 

for this, but the primary one is that 
there isn’t enough mass in the cluster 
to protect against heat loss unless you 
take extra precautions to protect the 
hive.  
Our winter meeting lecture about 

Bee Houses by David Evans aka ‘The 
Apiarist’ on Wednesday 15 December 
offers one solution to protecting bees in 
colder environments. The other and 
more common method of helping these 
colonies is to unite them with or into 
larger colonies using the newspaper 
method.  
Your records will show you which 

colony to choose and which queen to 
cull (yes, a bit of regicide, but that’s 
what bee husbandry is about). The 
resulting colony will have a better 

chance of survival, a better developed 
queen and more stores to see them 
through the winter 
When the last of the ivy has flowered 

there will be little chance for your bees 
to collect more forage for the winter 
and they will have to rely on their 
stores for five to seven months. 

How and how much to feed 
Lower temperatures limit the ability of 
the cluster to move to new stores. So 
having stores readily available, close to 
the cluster is essential.  
You will need anywhere between 

18-27Kg of stores, depending on the 
location of your bees and the external 
temperature. A National super frame 
holds about 2.5Kg of stores.  
Counter-intuitively, the warmer it is, 

the more food the bees will need to 
survive the winter. This is because the 
cluster will be looser, and the bees will 
be able to move to new areas of stores 
within the hive easily. 
The choice of feeder is up to you. You 

can use a contact feeder where the lid 
bucket has a fine mesh outlet. When 
full and the lid is in place, the bucket is 
inverted over one of the holes in the 
crown board. An eke is put over the 
inverted bucket and the hive cover 
replaced. Or you can use a rapid feeder, 
usually 75-100mm deep open trays 
with an entrance at the bottom. Again, 
these may require ekes or if they are 
big enough, they can act as the crown 
board and the hive lid placed directly 
on top of them. Dave Cushman’s 
website has more details. 
If you think there will not be enough 

stores for the winter, either because 
they’ve eaten it already or you’ve taken 

it all, you will need to feed additional 
1:1 thick syrup (1Kg of sugar to 630ml 
of water to be precise) or commercial 
invert syrup to make up the shortfall. 
How much is enough? In my opinion, 

keep feeding them until they stop 
taking it down. However, if you want to 
be a little more measured and you’re 
making it yourself, then 1Kg of sugar 
will make 1.25Kg of stored syrup once 
the bees have processed it. So, if you 
think the shortfall is 10Kg then divide 
10Kg by 1.25Kg to give you the 
resulting 8Kg of sugar you will need to 
make your syrup (10/1.25=8). Be sure 
if you are making the syrup to make 
enough; the bees can empty a 10-litre 
feeder in a couple of days. At the end of 
the process and, as a rule of thumb, the 
hive will feel like it is fixed to the 
ground if you try and lift it.  
When feeding, and to avoid any 

unnecessary excitement, try not to spill 
any syrup; make sure your feeder is 
bee/wasp proof from the outside and 
try to feed later on in the day when 
there is little foraging activity. 

Nadiring your supers 
Even if you are a prudent beekeeper 
and have left your bees a super of their 
own honey for the winter, the next 
question is whether to leave it on top of 
the brood or underneath. I favour the 
latter option, known as nadiring. 
Remove the queen excluder between 
the boxes beforehand.  
My reasons for nadiring are that bees 

always move upwards where it’s 
warmer. So, as the brood nest shrinks 
there will be space for the bees to store 
honey in the brood comb and towards 
the top of the frames. As the weather 
gets colder, the bees will move up into 
the region already filled with stores. 
Remove the super in very early 

spring. If you don’t, as the brood area 
starts to expand the queen needs even 
more space to lay, and the super will 
end up with brood in it. 
Enjoy your harvest and think about 

entering the National Honey Show 
(confusingly abbreviated to NHS) or 
just go and visit. 

 
The Veiled Beekeeper Small rapid feeder: needs multiple top-ups Contact feeder 

https://nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1389
https://nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1389
https://nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1059
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/feeders.html
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/feeders.html


3 

 

I won’t go on about it, but what a dreadful 
year for honey, and still no offers or interest 
to fill my role for next year. I will not be 
staying on for an eighth year as secretary. I 
have done my bit and it is time for some else 
to take the reins. 
We have set up a new apiary in Isfield 

which is great news, as the Piddinghoe 
owners have plans for that piece of land. Ian 
White is prepared to carry on as the Apiary 
Manager for Brighton and Lewes at Isfield. 

Bee Disease Day 
The other piece of news is that the Bee 
Disease Day is planned for May 2022. Once 
again the Bee Inspectors will be present to 
help run the day. There will be a maximum 
number of places, so don’t put off booking 
your place once you see the advert, as you 
might not get a place; remember, we sold out 
when we tried to run it in 2019 (we 
cancelled it for obvious reasons). 
There is also news of different classes for 

our honey show held after the AGM in 
February of next year. Bob Curtis will be 

giving more details nearer the time, but it’s 
sure to be keen fought! 
The results of the Bee Basic Assessment 

have also been received, with 100% pass 
rate. Of the nine members who took the 
exam, one achieved a distinction, and the 
remaining eight obtained a credit. 
Congratulations must go to Jude New who 
ran the course preparation. 
Jude’s next project is a ‘Bee Novice Day’, 

which we shall run next year, so perhaps if 
you are a friend of B&L and still without 
bees, this could be the course for you to learn 
more about this fascinating hobby. We’ll be 
providing details of this course in 2022. 

New librarian 
And last but not least we have a new 
librarian. Thank you to Barbara 
Summerville, her contact details should be at 
the end of the newsletter. So if you want to 
borrow a book please contact her. To borrow 
a book it is just a £5 deposit. 
Hope your bees are all free from any 

diseases, best wishes, Hil. 

Words from the Chair 

Your Committee at work 

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

Norman Dickinson 
Chairman 

Hilary Osman 
Secretary 

I am pleased to announce that we are 
progressing well with the new apiary near 
Isfield, where a small working party recently 
spent a morning erecting fencing to enclose 
the hives, which should very shortly be 
transferring from the Piddinghoe site, which 
we are vacating.  
I visited Telscombe Cliffs recently and met 

with a member of the Town Council to 
review potential new sites for out-apiaries, 
as the Council is keen to locate honey bees at 
some of their sites. The first site was 
unsuitable: a hollow with dense tree cover.  
The second site, east of Brighton, had 

potential, so I re-visited the site recently 
with a couple of Committee Members to get 
second opinions. The general consensus was 
favourable. Access is good, and its location 
makes it easier for many members to get to. 
It effectively replaces both the Big Park in 
Peacehaven, vacated a couple of years back, 
and the Piddinghoe site. If we take this site 
on, we will need one or more local members 
to run the apiary. However, nothing need be 
decided now and most certainly no bees will 
be moved until spring next year. 

I have recently received communications 
from the BBKA Exam Co-ordinator about 
members taking various BBKA Modules, and 
I will be sending out an email with further 
details in the not too distant future. 
No new members joined this month—a 

first for some time—unsurprisingly 
considering membership renewals fall due in 
December. I have changed the old form to 
make it easier to use, so expect to see this 
appear on the B&L website shortly. I will 
also be sending out renewal reminders. 

National Honey Show 
As Membership Secretary of the National 
Honey Show, I am heavily involved with this 
year’s show, to be held at Sandown Park on 
21-23 October 2021. The schedule is now 
available for download here, where you can 
also join as a member, buy day tickets and 
book workshops.  
Queuing at the door on the day may not be 

possible so all badges and day wristbands 
will be sent out by post. So non-members 
should go to the on-line shop to make your 
purchases. 

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk
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Asian hornet report 

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

Manek Dubash 
Asian Hornet  
Team Co-ordinator 

Asian Hornet Week runs from 6-13 
September. The BBKA is asking everyone to 
be vigilant in looking out for this alien 
species, the Asian Hornet. This hornet could 
decimate our pollinators including our 
honey bees, so it is important to have 
everyone actively looking for it.  
Asian hornets featured on the BBC this 

month, as Jersey beekeepers have captured a 
record 101 spring queens in traps across the 
island in 2021, compared to 42 in 2020.  
Local Asian hornet co-ordinator Alistair 

Christie told the BBC that the increase is 

partly down to improved methods of 
tracking and capturing the insect in Jersey, 
but said reports from members of the public 
were the ‘key secret weapon’ in this war. 

BBKA Basic Assessment results: the class of 2021 

At the start of 2021, BBKA 
Assessor Mike Cullen 
presented a Zoom session 
and the seed idea of taking 
the BBKA Basic Assessment 
was sown.  
I offered to train those 

who registered an interest. 
Nine B&L beekeepers put 
their names forward: Suzie 
Brock, Graham Bubloz, Ben 
Castle, Manek Dubash, Nigel 
Kermode, Julie Lawrence, 
Moira Mayne, Jeff Rodrigues 
and Barbara Summerfield. 
All candidates had between 

two and five years’ 
experience of keeping bees.  
Historically, candidates 

for the Basic Assessment 
from B&L have been 
assessed at Hastings and 
Rother Division. So Mike and 
the candidates agreed a 
preparatory course would 
be run over two days, one-
and-a-half days’ classroom 
at Westdene Green, 
Brighton, with a final half-
day to cover the practical 
elements. 
Some candidates said they 

had not sat in the same 

space so long since they 
were at school, but enjoyed 
the company of other 
beekeepers and learned lots 
from each other. 
As for the practicals, held 

over two days because of the 
size of the group, two of the 
candidates travelled to 
Hastings and Rother BKA 
apiary; the rest were 
assessed at B&L’s Hove 
apiary. The Hastings and 
Rother experience involved 
negotiating traffic jams and 
rain but went ahead. The 
assessments at Hove were 
dry, sunny, and the first day 
was also very hot. 
All candidates said that 

they felt their skill had been 
tested and remarked how 
supportive Mike had been 
when they were unsure of 

how to answer. They also 
said they felt they were now 
better beekeepers than 
before. Mike complimented 
the standard of beekeeping 
displayed by our members 
and awarded them all 
passes.  
Eight of the nine achieved 

a pass at Credit level, 
meaning their score over 
four elements was 70% or 
more. One, Suzie Brock, 
achieved a Distinction, a 
score of 80% or more. 
This had to be celebrated! 

So we lunched at The Open 
House pub next to London 
Road station, congratulated 
each other and compared 
the least expected and worst 
questions asked. 

 
Jude New 

The nine successful candidates (ie all of them) celebrate over lunch 

in a pub in Brighton. L-R: Nigel, Manek, Suzie, Graham, Moira, Jeff, 

Barbara, Julie, Ben, Jude. Photo: Nigel Kermode. 

An unprecedented total of nine candidates from B&L passed their BBKA Basic Assessment this year. Celebrations were in order... 

The amazing bee-

cake and card 

created by Karen 

Bubloz and 

presented to Jude. 

Jeff Rodrigues also 

gifted three bottles 

of wine from his 

cellar to the tutors. 

Photo: Graham 

Bubloz 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-jersey-58281111
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From our apiaries: Barcombe, Grassroots, Hove & Isfield 

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

Hove 

This month would normally be the 
month to prepare for extraction and 
start preparing the bees for winter. Not 
this year. Half of that will happen at 
Hove and Grassroots, but like so many 
hives this year, there’s not enough 
honey to extract.  
We have started to make some 

changes in the apiary at Hove initially 
by adding some apideas which we are 
merging through paper into poly nucs. 

Each time Graham and I have visited 
Grassroots at Hassocks, we have 
crossed our fingers and hoped that the 
One Size Box colony would be present 
and in good health. The queen would 
not show herself on any visit, until this 
month when she has been marked. 
On one visit a seemingly spare queen 

was found, we put her into a queen 
cage with fondant and a couple of bees. 
We made the remaining bees with the 
second queen safe, then hot-footed it 
over to Hove where we hastily made up 
a poly nuc with brood, pollen and 
stores and spare frames so the newly 
found queen could be suspended in a 
queen cage, and hopefully accepted to 
start a new colony. 
The exciting thing was that she was 

smallish and very black, denoting a 
British bee, and to our knowledge the 
bees at Grassroots have not swarmed 
all season so she seemed to fit at least 
two of the criteria for a breeding queen 
and a good candidate for the queen 
rearing programme.  
During an inspection the following 

week, we released her but a couple of 
days later couldn’t resist opening the 
nuc to check for eggs. She had 
disappeared and three emergency 
queen cells were on one of the frames 
we had used to make the poly nuc.  
We are currently monitoring this nuc 

and might have to add donor frames of 
brood to keep this precious colony 

Grassroots alive until the new queen has done 
what she must do to start the colony 
into the winter season. 
We visited Grassroots again and 

found the queen there alive and well. 
She is laying and the bees are very 
calm, so we added a super with some 
stores for them to use. They are not in 
storing mode, but it will help the queen 
to continue laying winter bees to keep 
the colony alive. 
We debated on-site about the 

presence of eggs or larvae, at 
magnification of 145%-150% we 
agreed that we could see evidence of 
both on this picture from Grassroots. 
Can you see them in the picture (below 
left)? 
Our work at Grassroots is nearly 

done for this season. We will be 
checking for varroa and treating 
accordingly. 
We intend to move the nucs made 

with the apidea queens here and then 
continue to develop the site for next 
season. We have not been able to hold 
any open hive meetings here this year, 
so there is some maintenance work to 
be done.  
The quick thorn hedge and the area 

around the hives, has been cut back as 
much as we have needed to inspect, 
but either this autumn or in the spring, 
I will be putting out a shout for 
volunteers with a petrol strimmer or 
hand shears to help tidy and make it 
possible to visit without tripping or 
getting scratched or stung by 
undergrowth. 

 
Jude New, Apiary Manager 

Can you see eggs? Photo: Graham Bubloz 

We are adapting Paynes’ nucs so that 
the feeder space becomes space for 
extra frames. The bees can then be 
overwintered in a warm space. We 
were gifted some wood, which Graham 
has made into double hive stands.  
Inspections will be more comfortable 

in the apiary now that the hive parts 
can be left beside the hive and the 
brood box is a bit higher than the single 
stands we have been using. 

 
Jude New, Apiary Manager 

New hive stands at Hove 

Isfield (new) 

The fence-building party completes its work 

on our new apiary at Isfield in a large 

private garden. The fence deters children 

and encloses our space. L to R: Norman 

Dickinson, Bob Curtis, Ian White.  

Photos: (above & next page): Manek Dubash 

One foreman, a surveyor and two 
others, who may not be all that bright 
but can lift heavy things, set off to start 
up a new apiary near Isfield. 
“Another apiary?”, I hear you ask; 

well, yes and no. Just as I had got into 
the routine of visiting Piddinghoe, the 
landowner invoked the termination 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

From our apiaries: Barcombe, Grassroots, Hove & Isfield 

Our queen rearing programme’s aim is 
to deliberately rear queens with 
temperaments suited to our locality, 
swarm infrequently, are calm on the 
comb and need little feeding. Some 
members may already be working 
towards this with their own bees, so 
any information or donations of queen 
cells next year will be very welcome. 
Eventually I would like the Division to 
be able to offer overwintered and 
starter nucs for new members, and 
those who have suffered winter losses. 
We have yet to hammer out the 

details of how this will work. 
Historically, we encourage new 
beekeepers to add their names to the 
swarm list at the start of their 
beekeeping journey. If they wish, once 
the programme is established, it will be 
possible to choose either. The colonies 

in the picture below are apideas being 
united into nucs through newspaper, 
though this might not be the most 
efficient or best method of moving the 
queens in the apidea. Other methods 
will be used in future to try to find the 
most efficient. 
A group of B&L beekeepers with 

differing ranges of experience and 
working in both urban and suburban 

spaces, will begin work on the breeding 
programme this autumn. They are 
being encouraged to share their 
experience, read about queen rearing, 
watch YouTube, and record the 
behaviour of the bees they currently 
keep to identify queens who already 
meet some of the criteria. 
I have been gifted some queens from 

an existing project by a BKA near to 
Brighton and Lewes which will also be 
part of the programme. Once it has 
started, the core group may be looking 
for new recruits to join the programme. 
We will look at the information 
collected from the colonies of the group 
and decide how to use this to start in 
the spring 2022.  
Watch this space. 
 

Jude New 

B&L’s queen-rearing programme update 

clause on our use of the site and gave 
us six months to vacate the field. 
Around the same time, we were 

approached by Nicola, who was 
offering the use of a corner of her large 
garden near Isfield. Hilary and Norman 
took an initial look and, after some 
discussion, accepted Nicola’s offer. 
The apiary site is about five metres 

by 15 metres, and sits next to a small 
pond under the dappled shade of some 
trees. It gives us ample space to 
accommodate four to six hives, with the 

entrances oriented into the field 
behind. There is even a possibility of 
having a storage shed on site too. 
The lone hive now at Piddinghoe 

(see last month’s final report) will be 
used to start the new apiary in Isfield 
and all the equipment will be either 
moved to Isfield and/or distributed 
around the other apiaries. 
Nicola has agreed that we can use 

the apiary for small teaching groups, 
the emphasis being on small as there is 
limited parking at the site. 

I hope we can have a more successful 
year in 2022 than this one, what with 
Covid restrictions and the weather. 
And I truly hope that this attractive 
garden apiary will be as successful as 
the garden apiary at Hove. 

 
Ian White, Apiary Manager 

The Isfield fence-

building party (minus 

photographer Bob 

Curtis): Norman, 

Manek and Ian. 

Right: There was 

discussion about how 

straight the fence 

needed to be. In the 

end, it was pretty 

straight, despite the 

(unintended) efforts 

of the grunt workers 

to prevent this 

becoming the 

eventual outcome. 

Apideas uniting into nucs at Hove 
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NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

How I became a beekeeper 

I’m very pleased to have joined such an 
organised and active association. I live 
a fair distance outside B&L’s area, but I 
joined my local association early last 
year and it wasn’t a good fit for me. I 
looked longingly at B&L but they told 
me I couldn’t transfer my membership 
(I’ve since learned that I could, they just 
didn’t know how). I grew up in Lewes, 
so it will always feel like home. 
I started keeping bees early last year. 

I was keen, but knew nothing. I was 
given two small colonies by a friend 
who had been given several hives. He 
know nothing about beekeeping, so 
couldn’t answer any questions, even if 
I’d known what to ask, which then, I 
didn’t. Looking back, knowing what I 
now know, I think they were casts. The 
queens were laying but there were 
very few bees. We cobbled them into 
14x12 frames, and I was off! 
I nurtured them through the 

summer, but I struggled to get them up 
to any decent size. One lost its queen, 

so I united them. Looking back, I 
suspect it was just a laying break, but 
someone from my local BKA came and 
said it was queenless. A test frame from 
the other hive wasn’t even suggested. 
All looked good for a while, but I then 

lost that queen. I managed to buy one 
of the last queens available that season. 
I got them through the winter (OA 
trickled at Christmas), but they died of 
isolation starvation in the awful spring 
weather. I felt terrible. 
I set out a bait hive and caught a 

prime swarm this May, then collected 
another prime swarm from a friend's 
lawn a few weeks later. A few weeks 
after that, I caught another swarm in a 
local field. They were probably mine as 
both hives had queen cells; poor 
weather had prevented inspections. I 
knocked the remaining cells down to 
one in each hive and, at my latest 
inspection, both had laying queens. 
They’re taking a long time to fill the 

brood boxes, but they’re getting there. 
One hive is defensive; they ping my veil 
and follow, but the other two are much 
calmer. The horrids are in a different 
position, so it could be down to that. I’ll 
forgive them for the moment, in case 
it’s seasonal, but if it continues I may 
think about uniting them into brood 
and a half, with the smaller of the nicer 

colonies. If I do unite them and they 
build up in time, I’ll make up a nuc as 
belt and braces for the winter. 
I've been doing Zoom classes with 

Diane Drinkwater since I started, 
reading, and watching many YouTube 
channels. I’ve now got a local mentor 
too, which is really helpful because 
sometimes I just need someone with 
me. I had a scare with the original hive 
in the bad spring weather, when I went 
to refill the feeder without suiting up 
and got bees stuck in my hair. They 
chased me up the garden, into the 
polytunnel and then hung about 
outside. Completely my fault, and I’ll 
never do that again! But, it did make 
me very fearful, and it’s taking a while 
for my confidence to come back. I think 
a ventilated, three-layer suit will help 
me with this, and I‘ve just ordered one. 
Last year, I was counting down the 
days until I could do inspections. Now, 
not so much! 
They’ve certainly kept me on my toes 

this year, and challenged me to really 
think about what they’re doing and 
why, and what my response to that 
should be. I’d like to do my Basic next 
year, and maybe I’ll even get some 
honey! 

 
Rachel Graham (words & photos) 

With the donor comb fastened into my 

14x12 frames, I was off! I now only use 

those gloves when I’m dealing with the 

horrids. The others are fine with 

Marigolds/nitriles. It was all going so well… for a while. 

My bait hive. A brood box for height, then a 

solid floor, an eke, a brood box with 

lemongrass oil and smelly old brood comb. 

Scouts quickly arrived arrive and within a 

week, a glorious buzzy cloud: one beautiful 

prime swarm. Thank you very much, bees. 
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Group membership is now over 80-
strong—over half the membership. 
The beekeeping season may be 

winding down, but there’s lots of 
practical advice, all related to our area 
and its unique micro-climate. And it’s a 
great way of getting to know people. 
So if you have thoughts about any 

topic, you’d like to help and to offer 
advice or you need advice, please jump 
in! The water’s warm and the 
atmosphere friendly.  
To join, log into Facebook and search 

for B&L Beekeeping Division, or 
follow this link. Members only 
admitted. 

B&L Facebook group: 
Come and join us! 

NOTICEBOARD 

Two key members of our Committee 

will be resigning as of the next AGM 

in February 2022. Volunteers 

required. 

Chairman 
Norman Dickinson, who took over 

the Chair last year and has steered 

us smoothly through troubled 

waters, said he would only do so for 

a year. 

Secretary 
Hilary Osman, a Committee 

stalwart has done a sterling job as 

Secretary, managing 

correspondence, assembling the 

minutes and agenda, and lots 

besides for the last seven years, but 

she now wants and deserves to 

spend more time with her bees.  

So B&L will be looking for two key 

officers from February 2022. If 

would like know more about what 

the jobs entail, see Hilary’s column 

in the July issue.  

Mentors 
Helping new beekeepers is what 

we’re all about. We still have 

members who need mentors, which 

can be done over the phone. 

Please let Hilary know if you can 

help (details on back page). 

B&L vacancies: volunteers required 

Adam wants your honey 

If you have a honey surplus, Adam 
Strawson of Aecre Honey will buy it 
from you at ‘above market price’. 
Adam has helped B&L in the past, for 

example by supplying syrup and 
fondant at a bulk discount which we 
have then passed on to members. 
If you’re interested, please contact 

Adam either by email or on 01273 
974120. 

Photo competition: 
closes on 31 August 

Equipment supplier National Bee 
Supplies has announced its 2021 
Photographer of the Year competition, 
with a deadline for entries of 31 August 
2021. Hurry!  
See more details in the August 

newsletter. Entry details are here. 

B&L member Stephen Lee wants to sell 
a few pieces of beekeeping kit. He says: 
“I have three national bee hives for 

sale. Brood boxes, supers, roofs, floors 
etc. Any reasonable offer accepted.” 
Please contact Stephen at this email 

address: steveselmeston@yahoo.com  

Equipment for sale 

Please welcome our new Librarian, 
Barbara Summerfield. She has accepted 
the role of looking after our books, all 
of which are available for any member 
to borrow, with just a £5 deposit to pay. 
Contact details on back page. 

B&L’s new Librarian 

Charity calls for 
volunteer beekeeper 

Emmaus Brighton and Hove, based in 
Portslade, is a charity that supports 
people to work their way out of 
homelessness.  
Julika Hu ther of Emmaus said: “We 

currently have three bee hives. 
Unfortunately, for the past few months, 
we have had no one to look after the 
bees and so are looking for one (or 
more) beekeeper(s) who might be 
interested in managing the hives, with 
a view to selling honey in our shop and 
ideally teaching us (residents, staff and 
volunteers).” 
If you’re interested, please contact 

Julika. 

Top bar hive for sale 

Helena Lewis has a home-made top bar 
hive and holder for sale. Used once. 
Hive length: 1.27m; width: 0.57m; 
height: 0.75m. Top bar holder length: 
0.44m; width: 0.22m. 
Helena made this hive as a lockdown 

project and had a swarm in it last year. 
She needs to reduce her equipment 
and keep to one type of hive, hence a 
reluctant sale. The top bar holder 
enables easier comb viewing.  
Contact her by phone: 07929 

458680 (Shoreham). Offers welcome! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/721334118647166
mailto:adam@aecre.co.uk
https://beekeeping.co.uk/
https://beekeeping.co.uk/
https://blog.beekeeping.co.uk/nbspoty/
mailto:steveselmeston@yahoo.com
http://www.emmausbrighton.co.uk/
mailto:admin@emmausbrighton.co.uk
mailto:admin@emmausbrighton.co.uk
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EVENTS 

B&L out-apiary meetings 

We’ll be running one out-apiary 
meeting in September, and two other 
meetings. 
Out-apiary meetings will, unless 

otherwise advised, start at 13:30 for 
new members, with the more 
experienced attending from 14:00.  
We have a full set of winter meetings 

organised. Please see back page for 
dates. 
Our September out-apiary meeting 

will be conducted in line with 
government advice. Booking is advised. 
To book, please contact Graham Bubloz 
(+44 7758 866278). 

Sussex BKA Autumn Convention 

30 October 2021 
Hastings and Rother Division will be 
hosting this year’s event, which will be 
held at Robertsbridge Village Hall.  
There will be a hybrid event with 

both live and remote speakers. You will 
be able to attend the meeting in person 
or connect remotely via Zoom.  
R&H said the Division is still in the 

early stages of planning and will 
provide further details once the 
speakers and booking arrangements 
are known. 
More details here. 

Wednesday 8 September, 1900 
Cambridgeshire Beekeepers' 
Association welcomes Randy Oliver to 
talk about his latest beekeeping 
research. He views beekeeping through 
the eyes of a biologist, researcher, and 
nature lover. 
His goal is to provide any and all 

beekeepers with a resource of 
straightforward information on how to 
practice good bee husbandry, and to 
exercise environmental and 
community responsibility. 
Register here. 

Randy Oliver’s latest bee research 

Beekeeping through the camera lens 

Wednesday 22 September, 1900 
Simon Croson will recount instances of 
why and how he came to take some 
photos, how he uses photographs to 
capture memories and to help absorb 
information.  
Photography has helped Simon in 

many beekeeping examination 
situations and has helped build his 
personal library and inspired him to be 
a more observant beekeeper.  
Includes technical detail about 

photos, equipment, and its use to make 
average photos better . 
Register here. 

Managing the threat of Asian hornets 
in Ireland 

Thursday 9 September, 1300 
Webinar with a representative from the 
Irish National Biodiversity Data Centre, 
Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, and the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service.  
The purpose of the webinar is to give 

an overview of how Ireland is tackling 
the threat of the non-native Asian 
hornet, a predator of honey bees and 
other pollinators.  
We will hear about what early 

warning and monitoring systems are in 
place and what response actions are 
taken when a hornet is reported.  
Register here. 

Honey adulteration and fraud 

Thursday 2 September, 1900 
A talk by Etienne Bruneau, President of 
the Apimondia Scientific Commission 
for Beekeeping Technology and Quality. 
Honey adulteration and fraud is a 

growing problem worldwide and in the 
UK. Britain imports a huge amount of 
extremely cheap honey from China, and 
tests on many' own brand' honeys in 
the UK have shown them to be 
adulterated. 
While many countries are working 

hard to combat this worldwide 
problem, the UK is lagging behind the 
rest of the world in dealing with it. 
Register here. 

mailto:graham@bubloz.plus.com?subject=Apiary%20meeting
https://robertsbridgevillagehall.co.uk/
https://sussexbeeorguk.wordpress.com/future-events-2021/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/randy-olivers-latest-research-on-bees-tickets-153320815687?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/beekeeping-through-the-camera-lens-a-talk-by-simon-croson-tickets-145286260115?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-the-threat-of-the-asian-hornet-in-ireland-tickets-166897217069?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/honey-adulteration-and-fraud-with-etienne-bruneau-tickets-167486028219?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
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PHOTO CORNER 

Dated from 1700-1450 BC, this clay smoker from Oxford’s 

Ashmolean Museum was discovered during digs by Sir Arthur 

Evans between 1900 and 1935. His workers called this object 

‘Ariadne's thread-box’.  

 Specialists now think that vessels like this were used across 

Crete 1600 BC as smokers. The domed end of this much-restored 

vessel would have originally been perforated, or it might have 

been a perforated lid.  

 As now, smoke was used to quieten bees during the honey 

harvest. The importance of honey in Crete and the rest of the 

Aegean is underlined by references in contemporary texts. The 

sweetening as well as healing properties of honey are emphasised, 

while it appears frequently as an offering to the gods. 

Photos: Bob Curtis 

A smoker from the House of the 
Sacrificed Oxen, Knossos, Crete 

Honey bees on persicaria amplexicaulis (top) and echinacea 

purpurea (bottom), at Sussex Prairie Garden. 

Photos: Manek Dubash 

Foragers at work in Sussex 

https://www.sussexprairies.co.uk/
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MEETINGS AND CONTACTS 

B&L Divisional Diary  
September 2021 

Outdoor meetings 

We will be conducting meetings at our out-apiaries 
with respect for social distancing. 
If you would like to attend, please book your slot 

with Graham Bubloz (+44 7758 866278). 

Indoor winter meetings 

20 October Zoom New insect pests 

Officers & contacts 

President: Vacant 
 
Chairman: Norman Dickinson 
E: chair.blbees@outlook.com 
M: 07792 296422 
 
Hon Secretary: Hilary Osman 
Holly Tree Cottage, Norlington Lane, Ringmer BN8 5SH 
E: secretary@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk 
T: 01273 813045 
 
Treasurer: Norman Dickinson 
34 Abergavenny Road, Lewes BN7 1SN 
E: memsec.blbees@outlook.com 
M: 07792 296422 
 
Membership Secretary: Norman Dickinson 
(Details above) 
 
Meetings Secretary: Bob Curtis 
 
Librarian: Barbara Summerfield 
E: psummerfield99@ntlworld.com 
 
Swarm Coordinator: Eric Prior 
E: swarms@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk 
M: 07999 987097 
 
Webmaster: Gerald Legg 
E: gerald@chelifer.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: Manek Dubash 
E: editor@mailforce.net 
M: 07788 923557 
 
Asian Hornet Team Co-ordinator: Manek Dubash 
E: blbka.ahat@gmail.com 
M: 07762 312592 
 
Apiary Managers 
- Barcombe: Tony Birkbeck 
- Grassroots: Jude New 
- Hove: Jude New 
- Isfield: Ian White 
 
B&L Facebook Group 
Group Administrator: Graham Bubloz 
E: graham@bubloz.plus.com 
M: 07758 866278 
 
Education Co-ordinator: Jude New 
E: newapiary@hotmail.com 
 
Sussex BKA County Representative: Vacant 
National Honey Show Representative: Norman Dickinson 

Deadlines 

Please send all contributions for the newsletter, 
including photos, to the Editor (details on right). 
Max. length: 700 words.  
 
Copy deadline: 18th of the month before the 
publication date. Email photos etc. for the website to 
Webmaster Gerald Legg (details on right). 

Disclaimer 

The Brighton and Lewes Division of the SBKA 
cannot accept any responsibility for loss, injury 
or damage sustained by persons in consequence 
of their participation in activities arranged by the 
Division. 

National Bee Unit inspectors 

Regional Bee Inspector: Sandra Gray 
M: 07775 119430  
E: sandra.gray@apha.gov.uk 
Seasonal Bee Inspector: Diane Steele  
M: 07775 119452 

Date Location Topic 
Saturday 11 
September 

Wivelsfield Wivelsfield Wildlife 
group 

Sunday 12 
September 

Piddinghoe 
or Isfield 

General beekeeping 

Friday 17-Sunday  
19 September 

Bentley Bentley Wood Fair 

mailto:graham@bubloz.plus.com?subject=Apiary%20meeting
mailto:chair.blbees@outlook.com
mailto:secretary@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:memsec.blbees@outlook.com
mailto:psummerfield99@ntlworld.com
mailto:swarm@brightonlewesbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:gerald@chelifer.com
mailto:editor@mailforce.net
mailto:blbka.ahat@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/721334118647166
mailto:graham@bubloz.plus.com
mailto:newapiary@hotmail.com
mailto:sandra.gray@apha.gov.uk

