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Will someone please teach my bees to read?

Fehruary has abways been a weird month.
For me anyway. Some of it is because that's
my birthday month—although these days,
who's counting?

But mainly it's because Febmary is a
sort of bridge between winter and spring,
yet a month in which we often experience
the warst weather of the year. Cold, windy,
and wet—and that's just the good bits.
Smonw, hadl and severe firost in a bad year.

Since | took up beekeeping, this month
has acquired a new resonance, With winter
almost over and spring on the horizon, the
bridge actually means something practical.

Yes, | still head out for walks and enjoy
the sound of birds early to the mating
game, and the sight of flowers just starting
to make their presence felt—not too early
one hopes or therell be a frost along to
dampen their presumption

Burt as a beekeeper, it means the anxious
period starts. When Movember, December
amd January were seriously cold months,
the bees would tuck themselves up and
keep warm by shivering their thoracic
muscles. As long as they're fed, there's little
to do. But in these days of climate change,
they're out and abouk.

Then the cold snap—if we get one—
strikes and they're back in the hive, As |
write in late February, the cold snap seems
to hawve passed, and the temperature in our
relatively balmy location is rising toward

the low teens Celsius. And so | worry
whether they will have consumed all their
fondant, and whether [ will loge another
colony [fingers crossed, all good so far] to
starvation,

[ check regularly, a process made easier
and less disruptive by my installation of
glass quilts rather than wooden cover
boards under the 50mm-thick insulation.

Eeeping all my bees alive can't be that
hard: | managed it last year, yet [ still hear
ofand read a worryingly large number of
aocounts by beekeepers far more
experienced than [ of colonies lost owver
winter and early spring.

S0 wAll my three colondes survive this
winter and early spring? [ left them plenty
of honey—the last extraction was in July,
made sure they have enough fondant—
and practised integrated pest management
by dosing them with MAQS strips in
August and oxalic acid vaporisation in
December around Christmas. The varroa
count is well down

In theory then, they should be OF. But as
I'm learning, bees don't read the books.

Sothere's a project for someane.
Researchers continue to report that bees
are pretty smart—they can count, Now
teach therm to read...

Can you contribute?

Do you have interesting photos or video
link=s you'd like to share? Or an insight
from your beekeeping that would could
enhance the hobby for others? Do yon
hawve skills that could be wseful to ather
members? Anything elze you'd like to zee
in this newsletter? Ideas and contributions
weloome: contact details on the back page.

Manek Dubash
Mewsletter Editor
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HINTS AND TIPS

March

Well done, you've got your bees this far,
So what comes next?

Feeding

As the days lengthen and the
temperature rises, the queen will start
to increase her laying rate, bullding a
nenw foraging force for the approaching
spring. The fondant you have been
using, a source of carbolydrate that the
bees have been using to maintain the
hive termperature, will need to be
supplementad with protein to help the
development of new brood,

In the absence of stored pallen in the
hive you can use pollen pattias, efther
home made or shop bought They can
be either substitutes [without pollen)
ar supplements (with pollen)

Here's a_pollen substitube recipe |
fiound on the internet
Ingredients
225g (Boz.) soy flour
340g (12oz) granulated sugar
28g (1oz.) Brewer's yeast
F340g (12oz) sugar syrup (2:1) or your
honey
Method: Add water as needed.

There's a similar recipe avallable on
the Besbase weabsite, Oryou canusea
fondant mixed with pollen, such as
Candipolline Gaold.

When the termmperature |5 getting
towards about 12°C, yvou can do a
limited examination of the hive to see
how things are going. Does the gueen
hawve enough space to lay new brood? IF
not, move a frame of empty drawn
comb nearar the centre of the brood.

Check if they need feeding. If the
cluster is low down on the comb and
there is plenty of sealed stores — good.
If they are clustered on the top of the
frames and there is little 2ign of stores,
then feed Use a contact feeder filled
with thick syrup. Sugar and water
mixed in the rado of 2:1 or commercial
syTup. Caution: do not feed too much as
the bees will store it and reduce the
space avallable for the queen to lay.

Bees with deformed wing virus,
pransmitmed by warroa

Yarroa

Checlk the varroa drop rate. If you're
mot sure what it should be, go to the
Beahasze website to check their
calculator or leaflet When treating
your bees, it's necessary to keep a
record of any approved medicines that
you've given or are golng to glve to
your bees, Approved means those
approved by the Veterinary Medicines
Directorate (VMD) Current legislation,
reqguires that you keep a record of the
purchase, use and disposal of these
medicines. Records should be kept for a
minkmurn of fve years. Again a helpful
laaflet iz avallable from EceBase,

Cleaning up

Mowr is also the opportunity to change
the floor and get Fid of debris that has
accumulated over the winter. Itz bast
ot to drop litter in the aplary; disposa
af It in the dustbin at home or in your
garden burner, If the weaather is warm
enough later in the momnth, | will change
all the hive components, from Aoor to
roof, except for brood frames,

Later in the month when there is
little fear of freezimng, you may think
about stmulation feeding. This where
you use a thin syrup [(1:1) to simulate a
nectar flow. Howewer, if you start
feeding you will need to continue until
natural sources of pollen and nectar
become available. A strong colony can
use up b 2Kg of stores during this
period. In my aplary, there s a large
willow tree and that comes into flower
in late Aprilfearly May. It takes six
weeeks from egg to flying forager; so, if
thee cluster k= small when you start
feeding, they may not be able to
maintain the correct temperature for
rearing the new brood if you stop.

Planning ahead

It's alzo time to think about what you
weant to do with yvour bees this year.

Beekesper's records, From Heather Bell

Honey Bees.

Replacing or rebuilding your stock of
beeas and how you'll go about it. You
could pick the biggest and best hive
theat you have identified from your hive
records [ha, ha, ha).

HKeeping records, no matter the size
of your operaton, will make vour life
easler. | still struggle to write
everything down, even now after all the
years | been keeping bees, When | first
started with just one hive, it was easy
te rermember everydhing | saw and did.
However, as the number of hives grew,
and the manipulatons got more
imvolved it all became a litte confusing.

Several types of record cards are
awvallable, including paper-based or
computer-based ones, and cards can be
designed by yourself; as long as they
meet your needs, they will be fine.

[Cantinuid an page 21



NEWS FROM THE DIVISION

AGM Report

The 2021 AGM was held on Wednesday 17 February, using
the Zoom video-conferancing system. Conducted by
Chairman Norman Dickinson, It was falrly short [just S0
minutes], with no officer or committes posts contested
Most of the meeting was occupled by the reading out of
reports, all of weare sent out before the meeting, from aplary
managers and from the Mvision's officers. Morman read out
the voting results (first table), and the meetdng accepted the
year-end sccounts and agreed the constitutional
amendments proposed by the Committes (second table).

Two more notes: the first was sadness as our excellent
Librarian Domindc Zambibte resigned his post for personal
reasons. The second Invalved cur previous Chairman,
Heather McMiven. After the formal part of the AGM, Secretary
Hilary Osman read a polgnant letter from Heather, in which
she expressed her sadness at not belng able to attend —for
procedural not health reasons, itis important to clarify. She
concluded by saying that she wanted to say goodbye to the
friends she had made during her 20 years of service with
B&L Beekespers. We thank you both.

Voting results, acceptance of accounts, and constitutional amendments

Position For Against
Chair cinean Dickinson [Tim Akahurst avid Boys Aar

Gsman Jade Talbot Curtis 18
m& Membership Secretary  Noeman Dickinson Tony Birkbeck Martin 18

Dubash ﬂﬂum ard Markowick 18
Commitiee Member Curls Tany Gerald Legg L] |q
Commitiee Member ic Tambito Toe Jamas Hunter 18
Cormmitiea Member E:J Lepg Pater Tyrrall Eirneon Elflot 15
Committes Member anWhite ~~ KyanHill =~ Peter Dolirnore 19 ]
Commiftes Member m Bubloz ol Tamlingon avid Guy 18 1

20620 Year End Accounts L Proposed | Seconded For | Agamst)  Abcnin
Tio adopt the year end accounts for 2020 rancine Smith Tracy Liswellyn 1 1 4
Congtituthonal amendments Proposed Sacondad For | Apgsinst | Abetsin

Clauss 5 Famoved Vice-Chair role Douglas Jackson  Dominkc Zambito 15| 1 2
Clause 14 Addad 1st and 31st Hanry Foster Tim Moulds 16 2
Clause 16b  Capitalised the word “Officars” Tim Moulds Jana Stimpson 17 1
Clause 23 Abbrevisted to BBKA Uohn Claydon Dizvidd Droscher 16 2
Clause 26 Word change to “any mamber” Peter Harland Rachel Cocenba 16 2
Clause 31 Wew clausa for on-ine meetings Rachel Coombs  Mick Lesr 17 | 1
Clause 32 MNew clausa for amall voting Luke Musray Michsal James | i
Hints and tips (continued)
{Contimaed from page 2 adwventurous programme of bes There should be enough stores in the

But back to that nice healthy colomy,
are you going to split it into three or
four new nucleld, letting the bees
develop new queens in the process?

Getting new bees

You could wait untl swarms become
available and go and collect them. This
has some elerment of risk as they may
be carrying disease, and unless you
hawe somewhere to quarantine them,
you don't want them mixing frealy with
your bees [(does this sound familiar?).
Whatever you're planning to do with
them also think whether you have

anough equipment to carry out this

husbandry.

Or you could think about buying
them. If you do buy them, make sura
it's from a known dealer or that they
hawe an inspection certificate firom the
Bee Inspector. You'll find a guide on the
EBKA website. The nuc,hive should
hawve a combinatdon of adult and fAying
bees, brood in all stages of
development over 3-8 frames and this
year's or last year's marked gueen. The
colony needs to able to start expanding
immediately. The frames should be
constructed properly and be new or
last semson's at the least.

nuc hive to last about two weeks, as
the bees may not be able to Ay due to
bad weather. If at all possible, buy bees
that have been bred locally; they are
uzed to the climate.

Remember to secure the nuc/hive
for the journey home. You don't want
b sbop suddenly and then have a car
full of bees. Make sure the nucfhive s
out of the sun and there's enough
wentilatdon, so they don't osrerheat

Writing this has whetted my appetite
and I can't walt to go and see my bees.
[{yrouw amd me hath! Ed. }.

Another veiled beckeeper



MEWS FROM THE DIVISION

Morman Dickinson
Chairman

Words from the Chair

We held our first ever Zoom AGM on
Wednesday 17 Fabruary and wera
reasonably satisfied with the turnout. Voting
for Officer roles and Commitbes Members
weas carried out using email, as was the
agdoption af the 2020 Accounts and approval
for the amendments to the Constitution.

All rominatons and approvals were
carried There was however one exception:
Dominlc Zambito has declded for personal
reasons to stand down both as Librarian and
from the Committes, and | am sure that you
will join with me to wizh him well for the
future and thank him for the hard work that
he has put in over the past few years. Thank
you, Dominle,

I did receive a couple of emails from
members after the AGM apologising for
absence and requesting informadon on what
occurred. [ will email cut the minutes, voting
results and reports once finalised.

In January, the Sussex Beckeepers
Aszociation [SBKA], of which B&Lis a
member division, held its first Executive

Committes Meeting since the start of the
pandemic. One news item to come out of it
was that the BBEA will be increasing Its
capitation by £2 per member annually,
starting 1 October 202 1. B&L will absorb this
increase for October to Decamber 2021 but
we may need to Increase the membership
fiea for 2022,

Mote that that the SBEA AGM iz on Friday
5 March 2021 at 19:30. To attend, please use
this link; access detalls: meeting 1D 999 4253
9684, passcode 1889,

With the Government publishing its
rosdmap out of Covid-19 restrictions, a
return to some form of normality and,
hopefully, cut-apiary meetngs later this year
look possible. We will be discussing this at
our next Committes Meeting in March and |
will broadcast details to all membears once
knowm,

Please stay safe and well, and please do
keep checking that your bees hawve sufficlent
stores to see them through the remaining
winter months,

Hilary Osman
Secretary

Your Committee at work

Another month and swwe will all be looking at
aur hives hoping that our bees have come
through this cold and damp winter, | know
that | have lost a couple from what | do not
know, but there were plenty of stores and
fondant still present.

If you haven't pald up to be a member of
Brighton and Lewes Beekeepers this will
probably be your last newsletter. That
means no insurance if your bees gata
foulbrood disease, no swarms for you, or
help from the committes and other
members, 5o sign up, please

We have been chasing up the Bee Disease
Diay which was due to be held last year but
for obvious reasons it didn't happen. We'd
like to hold this yvear but have had no
response from the Bee Inspectors, who will
be conducting the day, probably because
they hawe as much knowledge as we do as to
what can and cannot go ahead, so this will be
an hodd untll nextyear.

[ wrote last month about a sticker for
children. I saw the Queen' Work has been
completed , and | hope you like the artwarl.

You can see also that we are publishing 2
honey recipe starting this month in the

4

newslettar (see paga Sk Do you have &

recipe that you are prepared to share? We
weould like to make a booklet of recipes using
honey andor wax. The plan is to zell the
booklet to members and the public, and raise
some funds for B+L Beekespers. If you can
share a recipe, please send it to me at the
usual address (see back page).

We weant to find out how we can batter
support you and provide better service. So
wee recently sent you a questionnaire, so
plezse fill itin and return it to me. Everyone
who returns it filled in be entered into a
draw for a £10 voucher to spend at Payne's.
Mone of the questions are taxing, and it won't
take long to complete.

BIBEA is providing some excellent
webinars for all levels of beekeepers, from
complete newhles to the more advanced —
Hmk here, On 13th March, BIBBA s running
an all day Tnitroduction to Beekeaping' for
brand-new, wannabe beekeapers for £15
from 9.30-5.00, obviously with breaks
throughout the day. You will need to book
through Eventbrite. Looks good to me.

Finally, let's hope this cold, damp weather
improves very soon,



MEWS FROM THE DIVISION

From our apiaries: Barcombe, Hove & Piddinghoe (but just Hove this month)

Hove

Spring is coming, lighting up time Is
17.19 at the dme of writing. Like
foothall, beekeeping is ‘2 game of byo
halves: the first ks expansion and the
second contraction. Wheather you live in
the northern hemisphera or the
southern, the solstices mark the
boundaries, the points at which things
begin to change”.

The hives have regularly been hefted
during January to make sure all is well
It ks niok a very sclemtific method, but a
gulde s if the hive is too heavy to lift off
the ground then there are enough
stores Inside. Just looking at the
fondant on the frames or on the crown
board iz not sufficlent

This year, the fondant has bean put
on the frames in plastic bags so the
bees can get in to feed, and the bags
prevent the fondant hardening. Marin
Anastasov sald that if the fondant goes
hard, the bees will stll use it but they

Femnclant on frames for the winter

must modsten It first, 2o it makes it
harder for them to get the energy thay
need to go out on cleansing Aights, It
also helps to see if the bees are
clusterimg under or near the fondant I
they hkave become isolated this can
easily be rectfied,

Hive records have bean started for
this beekeeping year, but there is
nothing much to report. The bees are
starting to fiy on sunny days and in
between they are getting on with the
fondant so thoughtfully left for them.

In January, | watched a BEKA
webinar by Marin Anastzsoy entitled
‘Mutriticnal requirements and
supplementzal feeding’. He gave a
remarkably interesting talk with

took lots of notes and plan to use this
information to Inform this year's
feeding regime. His slide presentation
is avallable, and | have a copy to pass
on if you are interestad

The MBL has issued two warnings
about starving bees to my recollecton
and both imes | have responded by
checking and feeding them. 5o far, the
wizits have just been to ensure that the
hives have living, breathing bees inside
and that enough food to help them
through the winter,

Finally, a sign of spring: as | left the
aplary, | found this poking through the
grass. | think it is a violet which, along
with the snowdrops, is a sign that the
new beekeeping year is underway; the
queens will start laying, the queen
excluder and first super will be going
on and gradually the bees will be out
and about foraging yet again,

Jude New, Apiary manager

Haowe Apiary opportunities for many questions. | Vialet: an early sign of spring

Recipe: Honey fruit cake
Ingredients Method
170g / &oz butter Greasea 77/ 18cm tin
115g / 40z brown sugar Cream together butter and sugar,
3 eggs (beaten) Gradually add the eggs, then the honey.
115g / 4oz honey Fald in the Aours, ground almonds and
145g / 5oz self-ralsing flour mixed fruit

85g /3 oz plain flour

30g / 1 oz ground almonds
225g J Boz dried mixed fruit
Scattering of demerara sugar
for the top.

Putinto the tn and sprinkle with a
scattering of demerara sugar.

Bake Mo 4 350F/177C for 114 hours,
well risen and an even colouring.
Test o ensure that itis cooked.
Leave in tin untdl cool on a wired tray
and then remove when cool.



NOTICEBOARD

Can you help?

BEL |5 here to help, but we can’t do it
without you.,

1. We need people to mentor new
beekeepars.

2. We need a swarm co-ordinator to
ensure that those who need bees gat
them. It won't ba long before the
swarms start Please contact Chalrman
MNorman Dickinson (see back pagel

Pale wax wanted

Cur Hove Aplary Manager, Jude Mew,
reports that & candle maker in
Petersfield is looking to buy fresh, pale
wax, and |s willing to collect from elther
the South of England Show, or Mational
Honey Show If Covid allows, this year [T

suspect it won't Ed).
Please contact Jude for details.

BeeCraft contact update

BeeCraft, to which many members
subscribe, has chamged its contact
email address to associationsEhee-
craft.oom.

BeeCraft zald it has a more dedicated
responsibility to work with, and
support, assoclations/branches thatare
learning to approach training and
avents in a totally different way.

Discounted supplies
still available

We have sourced more fondant (justa
few left mow) and some Candipollen
packs oo to give your bees a good start
for the aarly spring.

We are also looking into bulk
purchases of frames, wax and glass jars.
Lok ouk for the email with detalls,
and please don't delay ordering.

Contact Norman for detalls.

Apiary site available

Wi hawve been offered a site for hives
between Scaynes Hill and Chailley. For
further information please contact
Hilary Osman on 07713532285,

A Boak of Honey, by Eva Crane,

Book of the month

The New York Times sald Eva Crane
wrote some of the most important
books on bees and aploulture. A Book of
Homey describes how and why bees
make honey, the detail of its
constitwents and characteristics, its
wzes in the kitchen, as well as mead-
making, medical remedies and
cogmetcs,

Crane covers the history of honey,
starting from the evolution of plants
and bees, then on to the harvesting of
honey by humans owver the past 10,000
years and its religiows significance and
beliefa,

Ifyou'd like to borrosw this or any
octher book in our extensive library,
please contact Morman, contact details
on the back page.

B&L Facebook group

Plenty of new members joined the B&L
Facebook Group this month, please join
us if you haven't already:.
Orrer the last month, topics have
included (but are not limited to):
Aplary visit videos
How to make a bee vacuum
Hawe woodpeckers been at my nuc?
Paolish beekesping
Hexagon video
Requests for secondhand kit
Worldwalking challenge
Possible meeting about equipment
Funny cartoons
EBWear discount [see story, right]
Webinar links
. the list is long and growing.

I don"t doubt that as the beekeeping
seazon kicks in, we'll also ses a lot
more posts relatng to help and
adwice—there's usually someone there
wio can offer a friendly word.

S0 1f you'd you'd like to help and to
affer advice or you need advice, join
the group—and owver a third of our
membearship have already done so—
please jurmp in!

The water's warm and the
atmosphere friendly.

Tao joln, log into Facebook and search
for B&L Beekesping Division. Please
note that we won't be admitting
anyone whose name has not first been
checked against the membership list

G

BBWear discount

Beckesping Supplies UK has
anmpounced it ks extending its 1096

discount affer on EEWear clothing, and
made it easier to order the sult, jacket
ar gloves in the size and colour you
need.

Yiou can now use the discount coda
below to get a 10% discount on any
item of BBwear clothing

What to doe go to the Beekeeping
Supplies website (not the BBYear site)
and enter this code at the checkout to
actvats the 10% discount:
EBKAbhbwear10.

All slzes are available, and the
normal five-year warranby and 28-day

money-back guarantee apply.



NEWS ROUNDUP

BBKA lambasts Government pesticide decision
as beekeepers pile on pressure to reconsider

The BBEKA has lambasted the
Government’s decizbon to allow the use
of necnicitdnold pesdcides—polson for
becs—and called on beekeepers to
axpress thelr concern at the decision.
See last month's lead story for details.

The BBEKA's Annual Delegate Mesting
overwhelmingly adopted an emergency
resolution opposing the use of the
pesticide thiomethoxicam, which was
banned EU-wide in 2018

BEKA President Margaret Wilson has
sent a letter to the Secretary of State for
the Environment Food and Rural
Affairs expressing concern and asking
the Government to reconsider because
of the polson’s effects on bees and
other pollinators, She sald seed
dressings are toxic to pollinators, the
substance leaches into the ermvironmeant
with both wide-ranging and long-
lzsting effects, and some of the figures
used to justfy the declsion are
questionable.

The letter points out that the EEKA
participated in a Future of Farming
consultation process, which gave hope
that other solutions would be sought,
and expressed concern that
Goernment policy arcund this issua
may be changing, despite the UK belng
a party to and voting for the EU-wide
ban on such pesticdes. to and voting
for the EU-wide ban on such pestdcdes,

The BEKA's fact sheet details why it
iz highly concarned about the Issue

We have heard that 3 judicial resdew
may already be underway following
prassure from beekeepears.

What to do about it

The BEKA has called on British
beakeapers to do persuade the
Government to change (& declsion to
lift the ban on the neonicitnoid
pesticide thiomethosdcam.

The BEKA is asking members to
support the proposition and help to
prassure the Government to withdraw
this derogation by:

1. Writing to your MP. You can find
the contact detalls for your MP by using
thee link and entering your post code.
Who s my MP? (include your address
to show you're a constituent)

2. Supporting the four current
active petitions opposing the use of
this chemical The BEKA has decided
not to start its own petiton as there are
others, which already have substantive
support, against the use of
necnicotinolds in the UK The petitions
b slgn are:

Gresnpeace petidon; The Wildlife
Trusts petidon and two Parliamentary
petitions-

The BEEA advizes that, when writing
to your MP, not to simply copy a form

T

letter as they tend to be less well-
recelved, but suggests you raise the
followdng podnts with your MP:

1. There is no publichy avallable data
an the application for the derogation,

2. What information exists does not
seem o consider weather effects an the
yield of the crop, which is the main
reason for the derogation request

3. The so-called precautions to
prevent bees from being affected by the
neonicotinolds is to treat the fields and
surrounds with herbicide to prevent
fAowering of wildfAowers, which would
take up residual neonicotinodd from the
ground. 5o the precaution when using
poisan is to wse more polsons, Yet to
kil flowers in order to protect
pollinators reduces environmental
blodiversity and denbes forage not anly
to bee species but other insects, This |s
likely to affect other specles, such as
birds, which feed on insects. The
e would appear to be directly in
oppositon to the stated aims of the
new agricultural palicy in development,

4. There appears to be no sampling
af the soll prior to sowing the treated
seed nor any In the ‘precautionary’
period following the sugar beet harvest
So residual neonicotinodds may sdll be
im the soll after the precautonary
period after crop harvest, but no-one
wiould know.

5. Heonicotinobds will not be used in
future and investment will be made in
resistant crops rather than the use of
dastructive chemicals.

Please help the BBKA to help you
protect your bees from the re-
introduction of these polsons.

The BBEA's website detalls these
steps and more, and questions whether
the Government should be supporting a
crop that harms health, given that it has
just brought in 2 sugar &ax to counter
the growing and costly problem of
obesity.

Mote, a5 we reported in last month's
newsletter, that the Governmeant
recently publizhed Its Healthy Bee Plan,
supported by the BEEA, and which this
move would seem to be in direct
contravention



‘Baby bees’ get stuck at the border

So-called baby bees and Brexit created
a mink-storm in the media towards the
start of February.

The essence of |t was that Patrick
Murfet, MD} of the Bee Equipment
business, wanted to import 15 million
bees (are larvae baby bees?]) from ltaly,
as he has for the last 20 years.

“l am a passionate beakeaper, "ve
been doing it for nearly 20 yvears,”
Murfet =ald,

According to most media outlets,
nenw, post-Brexit laws ban the bringing
of bees into the country. Instead, only
queean bees can be imported, rather
than colonles and packages of bees.

However, the confusion owver
whether bees can be brought in via
Northern Ireland, which operates
under EU customs rules, has generated
a legal headache,

DEFRA said it was aware of the issue
and is working with the devalved
administrations to find a solubon.

Inan bid to avold the import ban and
ablde by the new laws, Murfet arranged
for his usual importaton of 15 million
bees to arrive via Morthern Ireland in
April, but =aid he had bean told they
may be destroyed if he tries,

Murfet sald: “1 don’t care what they
think it should say. At present the rules
are clear that bees from Northern
Irelamnd can enter the UK legally. If the

law intended something else, they have
nok written it into legislabon™

He says his inguiries into the
reasoning behind the ban have bean
meat with a wall of silence, except an
emall reading: "lNegal imports will be
sent back or destroyed, and
enforcement acton (criminal charges)
will be brought against the importer.”

Murfet zald he had already paid a
deposic of about £20,000 fior the bees
and stood to lose mearly £100,000 in
direct costs (Fhe cannot bring them Into
the country.

He added: "So far the department has
owverseen a policy wheareby the UK |s
omnly ane of three countries in Eurcpe to
sea g decline in bee colonles, Fewar
honey bees means less pollination,
Ferveer frult crops and more imports.”

DEFRA sald bee health was a
devaolved matter and it was working to
find a solution

A departmental spokesperson said it
weoutld provide guldance to bee
importers and beaekeapers as soon as
possible, It is the responsibility of the
importer to ensure goods dispatched
from Morthern Ireland meat the
definition of Ml qualifing goods or
meet import requirements, they sald.

Mo further news has emerged
arcund this story but we will keep you
updated.

Sloppier bees result in
happier plants

Bees and pollen-producing plants are in
conflict as to what should happen to
pollen: bees pack the pollen away as
fodder while plants take advantage of
sloppy bees, according to a report in
Sclentific American.

Bees' role as pollinators seems to be
a happy evclutionary sccident that
plants have taken advantage of. Bees do
visit flowrers primarily to get pollen as
fodder, the major source of protein for
larvae, while plants use them as
pollinators,

The conflict seems to be resalved by
unkempt bees.

Bees collect pollen by gathering it
from anthers with their forelegs or
mouthparts. However, they also groom
themselves to remove any pollen on
their body. This pollen is locked away
and not released untll they get back to
the hive.

This ts problematic for plants whose
pollinaton is helped by having beas
transfer pollen between Aowers. Pollen
is expensive to produce, and flowering
plants have developed several
mechanisms to reduce pollen loss,
including a toxic pollen that cannot be
digested, pollen that is *hidden™ in
poricidal anthers, and mechaniams to
gulde bees strateglcally so that pollen ks
deposited in places on the bees” bodles
that they cannot reach.

Bees can't reach behind thelr heads
and some places along thelr back that
correspond to thelr chest and abdomen
segmeants, Even after grooming in the
hive or in transit, patches of pollen can
be found in a dorsal line in these spots.

50 most bee-pollinated plants place
pollen on the dorsal side of the bee
because It is harder to remowe for
transport. Flowering plants have a
vested interest in making this difficult
for bees becauwse the afficlent
distribution of pollen means less pollen
production and fewer anthers are
required, both of which carry a heawvy
energy cost. 5o the evidence suggests
that, for bees, creatures evoking a sense
of order and precision, a litthe

sloppiness may go a long way,



Colony collapse
conundrum

Researchers may have uncovered a
pointer to a potential cause of colony
collapse—especially in the USA

Az we know, a honey bee queen
mates once, storing sperm inskde her
body for later use, But if she falls to
keap that sperm viable, her colony may
collapse. This gueen fallure ks a main
factor in the drop-off in bee numbers in
the USA.

We don't yvet know to what extent
this is a problem in the UK but a
numbear of stories have suggested that
homey bees in the USA are more
stressad, as the practice of transporting
hundreds of hives across the contnent
is commonplace.

Identifiying reasons for queen failure
has proven difficult; gueens show no
clear symptoms when it happens. But a
nmerw sbudy offers a way to zero in on
causes, which could lead to a valuable
diagnostic tool for beekeepars.

To examine quesn failure, Alison
McAfes, study author and bee
researcher at North Carolina State
Uniwversity and her colleagues
performed a molecular autopsy. This
involved analysing the fluld inside
sperm-storing sacs after exposing
queens to extrame heat, extrame cold
ar pestickdes. They found that each
streasor was associated with elevated
levels of different proteins in the fuld,

The researchers identified the twao
most elevated proteins as indicators for
each stressor. When they looked for
thesea in filed gueens donated by
beskeepers in British Columbla, they
found proteins indicating exposure to
pesticdes and extreme heat but mot
extrame cold The results weara
published in BMC Genoinics.

McAfee and her colleagues are using
these results to develop a diagnostic
test that distinguishes between
different causes of queen fBilure.

Talking about the importance of
homey bees to the US economy, McAfee
said that, as pollinators of crops such as
blueberries and apples, “honeybees are
responsible for around between 516
billion and $20 billion worth of
economic contributions to agriculture,”

Bees find a home but fail to mention the war

Bees will find a home wherever they can. Inside this disused bore hole pump near Brighton
& a colony of Apis mallifers. Photos Gerald Legs

Mot long ago a colony of bees was
reported to me on Castle Hill Nadonal
Mature Reserve, Brighton. A swarm had
taken up residence in a disused bore-
hole pump tucked away in avalley
covered in netthes, brambles and other
wegetaton. | was intriguwed.

On thrashing through the
undergrowth, | found the remains of
the pump and some resident bees. The
stee] tube made an ideal safe home,
albeit sormewhat on the narrow sides,
and was well stocked with comb and
bees. It appeared to have been used by
bees foryears judging by the age of the

comb | could make out through thelr
various entrance holes,

This trip became a one with a dual
intarest az | hawve an interest in firearms
and shoot large-calibre rifles in
competitdon, | found that the entrance
holes were a Hitde unorthodoie 0.5
heavy machine-gun bullet holes
probably made by a Browning M2,
standard lzswe fior WW2 and would
hawe no difficulty in penetrating the
pump. The hobes show rplcal high
velocity projectile impact marks,

Gerald Legg

What do Asian hornets eat? BBKA funds research

The BEEA s helping to fund research
into the diet and habits of Aslan hornet.
This turm could help us find ways of
stemming the spread of this non-native
imvader.

Prof. | L Osborne, and others at the
University of Exeter, said the funding
enables them to augment a BESRC-
fumded project on measuring and
modelling the threat the hornets
pose. In particular, they will be able to
extend the number of samples collected
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from Asian hornet nests for analysis,
using molecular techniques, to find out
what they eat.

Such technigues have enhanced
understanding enormously In recent
years. They allow the sequencing of
prey DMA from live individuals in
elther regurgitates, gut contents or
faeces of predators, The samples
provide a snapshot of recently-
consumed prey, based on DMA still
presant in the samples,



The icing sugar debate rumbles on. To dust or not?

RRITIGH 11‘,“13 FUGAR

In January the readership was asked
their thoughts on sugar dusting. Here
are the results of my researches and my
subsequent conclusions.

I have always been wary of it | was
taught that varroa can be treated, but
that zome chemicals listed in the
National Bee Unit (MEU) pamphlets
ghould be avolded bacause varroa had
become resistant to them, and that a
variety of methods should be used to
discourage varroa reslstance,

The first time | used sugar dusting, |
thought | would get quick feedback
abowt the varroa infestation in the hive,
1 did get that. | saw a demonstraton
and thought that the resulting count
was the one to use but wihen | put the
count inko the NBU calculator not long
anough to calculate, or words to that
affect flashed on my screen. HBU
recommends at least flve days but |
usually count after seven days because
that suits my beekeeping habits,

The second thing | noticed was that
ants began to climb into the hive. The
bees seamed indifferent to them but
perhaps the splders which sometdmes
live on the crown board had a feast

[ didn"t want ants in the hive, so
began working cut how to prevent that.
Putting each leg of the hive stand in
water or ofl seemed the most freguent
answer after a couple of hours intarmet
searching. That was another palaver!

I heard that to prevent icing sugar
forming clumps, other ingredients are

added, some are harmful to bees, so
then | started reading the ingredients
on the packaging, after all kcing sugar
should just contain sugar, right?

Mo, sometimes it also includas
cornflour, Randy Oliver
(Scientificheekeepingcom) thinks that
in the guantitdes used it probably
doesn"t harm the bees, but what if it's
not cornflour, what if after 10 months
of treatments the bees suffer?

I wasn't about to find out by
practising on the two colondes | had,
That is an investment in bees which
could hawve ended badly.

Online researches

I have read a couple of articles one
published in 2012 by IERA 'Revisidng
powderad sugar for varroa control on
honey bees'. It concluded that
powderad sugar treatment resulted in
loweer colomy varroa levels, is most
effective when applied early in the
season, and that blowing the sugar into
the hive at the entrance ks preferable
and 2t best is a weak Integrated Pest
Management (1PM] method

contri buting toward varroa
rmansgemant.

I looked at an article on
HopneyBeesOnline which | think is an
American website. I'm aware that
different countries have differant
methods which suit their bees and not
necessarily our bees or climate.

The article started with anotiher
method of varroa control. Varroa mites
prefer drome brood, so when the drone
brood is capped, remove it freeze then
raturn the frames to the hive. The bees
wlll then clean It up and varroa will
hawve been destroyed by freezing.

Sugar dusting will only reduce mites
that are out an the bees or comb, 2o the

Gotants in your hives?
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dusting has to be repeated weekly on
the same day to combat the mite. HEO
suggests treating after the supers have
been removed, so extracted honey
wouldn't be tainted.

Anaother artdcle published
here suggest that sugar dusting:

s |5 inexpensive

= |5 arganic

s Enocks down the mites over 24-48
hours

» [Does pot annoy the bees or leave
residue

s Can be wsed when formic acid and
oxalic acid can’t because of high
temperaures

Drawbacks include:

» Itmay draw ants and Initiate robbing
during dearth

» The method of application [frequent
applications, eg blowing i, dusting
on the top bars)

= The sugar doesn’t kill mites: thay just
fall ko the bottom of the hive.

Randy Miver wrote in “Powderad
sugar dustng short and sweet but does
it really work”™ (2007]) used this method
to determine the mite load, and weekly
dusting did not result in a plummeting
mite count. He argued that it was
because the remaining mites had less
competitdon and therefore bred more
succassfully!

He updated this in 2017 and suggests
that, in certain clrcumstances, sugar
dusting has a place, such as after an
induced brood break on new swarms
being brought into the aplary etc

Maybe as a hobbyist with beeas in my
garden, | would be prepared to use this
method occasbonally. However, | can
also use Bailey exchange, shook swarm,
brood breaks, remove and freeze drone
brood, and sublimation, all the while
mondtoring drop during the year to
determine what and when varroa
treatment should be used to gat the
best long-term results.

I have met others in our association
who have a lot more beekeeping
experience 50 | am happy to add to my
IPM miethods by reading what works
for them,

Jude Mew



The challenges of beekeeping

Wednesday 17 March 2021, 1915
Hiosted by Brighton & Lewes
Beckeepers, this talk by veteran
beekeaper Celia Davis will discuss
the challenges that all heekeepers
face—amd give us some pointers on
how best to defeat those challenges. o

A link to join the meeting will be 4
sent 24 hours beforehand.

Celia Davis

Genetics for all beekeepers™

Tuesday 16 March 2021, 19:00
Margaret Murdin, Past President of
the BEKA, will be delivering a talk on
Genetecs for all beekeeper levels.

It wAll start with human genetics
and move on to honey bees, We will
loolk at why the queen needs to mate
meany times, diploid drones,

patrilines and worker policing.
Margaret is a Master Beekeeper
Margaret Murdin,
and halds the Nadonal Diploma in past-BEKA President

Beaekeeping but describes herself as
an ordinary, practcal beekeepar,
currently with twenby colonies
across three aplaries. Margaret
began as a mamber of Ormskirk and
Croston Branch in Lancashire where
she learnt her beekeeping over the
years before moving to morth
Ofordshire,

Registration link is here.

BIBBA webinars

The Bee Improvement and Bea
Breeders” Assoclation conducts a
rolling sertes of webinars—a list of
which is too long to reproduce here,
bt it conducts four every weel,

The events the BIBBA is hostingin
March 2021 cover a wide range of
topics sulbted to absclute beginners
a3 well a3 the more experienced.

Speakers include a list of names
well-known to most active
bheekeepers, including Sussex’s Roger
Patterson.

You'll find the full event list here.

BIBBA

BBKA Research Projects 2021™

Saturday 27 February 2021, 10:30

BEKA Research project

presentatons, hosted by BEL

Member Pam Hunter, BEKA Chair of

Rasearch, Technlcal and

Environmental Mattera,

This wehinar is an opportunity to

hear from three of the BEKA's

funded research groups how they

hawve progressed.

Agenda

« 1030 am. Brief introducton -
Pam Hunter

o 10040-11.10 Hannah Samsomn,
Leicester University. Looking at
the effect of air pollution on
pollinators using bumble bees as a
model. The microbial
commmunities of gut samples have
been analysed using DNA

& 11.20 - 1140 Philip Donkersley,
Lancaster University. Looking for
the presence of insectcides,
fungicides and herbicides in bea
samples from municipal sites,

o 1200 -1230 pm. Mick
Balfiour, Sussex University. Setting
up a database of plants and insect
interactions (DOPI.

Pam Humter

There will be an opportunity to put Nick Balfoar
questions o each researcher.
Registration link is here.

Thwings are approximate

BEKA Asian Hornet Conference

Saturday & March 2021, 10:00
An all-day conference with
presentations on the latest research
into the Aslan hornet, together with
practical advice, reports on
experience in France and Spain, and
activity into preventing the spread of
the insect

Last year's inaugural conference
was a fascinating event, so this
fellow-up event will be just as
interestng,

Registration link iz here.

44 BRKA-hosted evenis: please see BENA calendar for deteoils
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PHOTO CORNER

Bees at the entrance and a nosema spore

The top photo s a nice early spring (if you can call
this early spring) image, with bees at the entrance,
mouse guard in place, pollen coming imn.

The lower one Iz appropriate for this dme of
yaar: a photo of a nosema spore | took from a
smear of a larva's gut last year.

At this tirne of year the effects of Nesema apls
can be devastating, leading to the death of a
colony especially it is weak or starving. This
microsporidian fungus has spores that are eaten
and when Ingested, release microsporida that
enter the mid-gutcells destroying them in 48-60
hours.

Infection of adult bees at a young age can cause
the bee to have difficulty digesting food for the
rast of |ts life. Infected bees often have a
shortemed lifespan: when a gueen bee becomes
infected she also ceases to lay eggs. 50 nosema
causes reduced colomy health, population and
performance, which can ultimately result in the
colony dying,

If you want any help, | am happy to take a look
at any bees, adults or larvae.

Words and photos by Gerald Legg
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