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What are the bees telling us?

Seems o me that whatever you do, the
process has an increasing tendency to be
described as "a journey”. | think this is
another escapes from management-speak.

Life? Well, it's a journey. The customer
experience through the supermarket?
That's a journey ton. Even buying a railway
ticket. But enough of the examples.

The point I'm aiming for is that
beekeeping is a journey too, and I'm still at
the bus stop, having been a beekeeper for
under five years. So it may be naive of me
to say this but I've been captivated by the
science behind beekeeping.

In particular, reading a couple of books
by Tormn Seeley, a prof from Cornell
University, whose lucid prose describing
the multitude of experiments that he's
comducted on bees to discover how they
tick [and buzz!l] will—I hope, once winker
is done—make me a better beekeeper.

Haomephee Democracy describes how
bees make decisions: specifically, how they
select a new nest once they've swarmed. As
a beekeeper; this isn't of much value on the
face of it, given that we try to dissuade
them from swarming in the first place. He
does, though, map his findings onto hwman
behaviour, particularly decision-making,
which makes for interesting reading,

So while the process of the bees’
decision-making is undeniably fascinating,
the outcome of those decisions has more
value from the heekeeper's point of view.
And this where his researches and
experiments dovetail with hizs book on
feral bees: The Lives of Boesr The Uniold
Srory of the Honey Bee i the Wid

Im it, he describes what bees are looking
for when they select a home.

Spoiler alert: the ideal home needs a
small entrance hole, preferably about five
metres up, and a capacity of around 40
litres. Ifit's leaky or damp they're not 50
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Thomsas Seeley describes bis experiments to
discover the bees” eriteria for selecting a home,
and deep detadl on how they make those
decislons. Great Christmas presents,...?

fussed, as they can fix that with propolis
and by dumping any damp material out the
front door.

There's a host of other data in those
booles too—information which can surely
inform any beckeeper's practices.

Let me hear from you

As the newly appointed Newsletter Editor
(I shall formally stand for election at the
AGMY [ hope to make the newsletter easy
to read, more picture-full and dravwn from
a wide range of sources. | plan also to
highlight more info from around the web.

That list of sources inclwdes yous if
you've seen anything—for instance, a
wehsite, a video, & research paper, a news
story—you think is worth sharing, if you
have something to say or a photo to share,
please let me hear about it

In the meantime, enjoy this issue—and

pleaze check out the Photography
Competition on page 10.

Manek Dubash
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HINTS AND TIPS FOR DECEMBER

Pratective hive mesh. Photo: David Evans
hittps:f fananw theapiaristorg’

Hive protection

MNow is the time to leok at protecting
those colonies fromm mice, wondpeckers,
wind and hunger.

Green wondpeckers love a ready
larder of food and a hive can be just
that. Check there are no pecked indents
on the thinnest part of the hrood b
Any evidence, act fast]

A Fframe of chicken wire with 1%mmm
holes will allow bees to fiy bat keep
them safe. It's important that the mesh
is loose amd kept away from the sides of
the hive so the wondpecker can't reach
it—it's also vital to keep the mesh off
the ground or it acts as a climbing frame
for mice and others wanting to get into
the hive,

Mouse guards and stands

Mouse guards on, or entrance reduced.
Mice can't get through a narrow gap of
less than B-9mme Buk if they get in they
can do great damage to comb, and bees
will be disturbed. Check entrances clear
of any dead bees.

Are your stands good, not wobbly or
beginning to rot? Winter gales can shift
the weight and the hive can topple.

Mouse guard on a National hive

Strapping the hive ensures it stays
together.

[ wish I had done this early in my
beekeeping time, when some "oiks”
kicked my hives over. Fortunately a
caring person phoned me at Sam, and a
quick rescue saved then.

Feeding

Heft the hive again. It should be nearly
too heavy to lift with one hand. 1s it too
light for safety? Now you can put a pack
of fondant om over the cover board hole,
ensuring those bees are directly below.

If you're using a portion of a block of
fondant; climgfilm over the exposed
sides to ensure it doesn't dry and
harden. Ifit does harden, judicious can
af water to re-maoksten it

I admit I put fondant on every hive,
even when heavy, just to be sure—it's
cheaper than kosing a colony! Check ina
fesw weeelks, they may need second
helpings.
Varroa

Insert an inspection board under open
mesh floor. Please note this is an
ingpection board—not a permanent
Fixdure.

S0 it's time to check the varroa drop
again. [ draw squares on the boards to
help evaluate varroa drop quickly.

At this tinwe of year, it's far too late for
anything except fumigation now. There
should be little or no brood, so there's
nwhere for the varroa to hide, and
they're vulnerable.

Oxalic acid (a natural product of the
rthubarh leaf} can kill varroa, yet leawe
the bees unharmed. | began to use a
GasVap last year with excellent results.

[ understand that some beckeepers
prefer not to treat their bees with any

product, and while I don’t agree, |
respect their view.

Green woodpecker—a winter menace,
Phaota: Elizabeth Dack

Mote howewer that British bees have
not yvet evolved to resist this imported
mite.

Insulation

Bees can cope with cold but not damp,
However | do put a layer of insulation
on top of the cover board [ensuring all
hioles are cowered), to trap the heat that
the bees generate. This means you need
to install an ele or an empty super to
albow the roof to sit tightly on the hive.

We hawe not seen snow for ages, but
should it happen, leawve the snow on the
hive entrance, Ifyou remiove it and the
sum shines, bees think: "bright, sunny
day—lets go’. They hit the cold air and
die! Youn can also pin a shade of
cardboard or wood over the top of the
enfrance to eliminate sun glare, which
helps to reduce this problem.

Need help?

Don't forget, advice is always readily
given from the B&L Committee [see
back page for contact details].

Mo question too silly, peace of mind is
always better. IFin doubt, ask!

The Veiled Beekeeper

Snowy hives from Morthumbrian Bees blag



From the Chair

Things are moving apace now on the
Brighton & Lewes Committes following the
upheaval we experienced at the end of

August,
The loss of the Chalrman, Treasurer and

Membership Secretary in any organisation
can often be fatal to that organisation but,
fortumately, we were able to guickly re-
group and make some initial changes in
order to stabilise the ship, and sable we
oW are.

Committee

I would e to welcome onto the Committes
Graham Bubloz, B&L Facebook Group
Administrator, and lan White, Manager of
our Plddinghoe aplary.

| have agreed to take on the roles of
Membership Secretary (acting) and B&L
Chalr [acting] but | would like to relinquish
the role of B&L Chalr at the AGM in 2022,

OF course all these rales will need to be
ratified at the AGM, to be held in February
2021, so the next tazk for your Committes
will be to decide how the AGM will be
conducted and how voting will be carried
out, considering that under current Covid-19
restrictions, mass gatherings are not
permitted,

Two positons not mentomed which still
need to be filled are Treasurer, and
President. The latter iz a non-elected
position so your Committee decides whao
that person is to be, but if you know or are
someone willing and able to be Treasurer,
please let us know.

The only thing that remains for me todo s
to wish all of our members a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy Mew Year, different
though it may be firom previous years (and
don't forget to renew your membership for
2021).

Hilary Osman

Your Committee at work

At our latest meeting on 10 November 2020,
we welcomed two new members onto the
commithes:
= lan White, Piddinghoe Aplary Manager
s Graham Bubloz, Facebook Administrator
The other good news is that we have some
online lectures arranged, as well as a
Christmas Quiz—see back pages for details.
The annual photographic competition is also
live [see page 100
All the aplary managers hawe recently
completed an inventory of equipment It
looks like some neads to be moved arownd,
so that everyone has what they require.
Perhaps if you have any spare equipment

New Committee Members

Grabam Bublaz,
Facebook Administrator

which s no longer of any use, and is sownd,
you might like to donate it to the Division
Just lat me know please,

We hawve, as usual, had lots of enguiries
about starting beskeeping. 5o last month |
asked If anyone would be prepared to
mentor a new beekeeper. We don't yet know
if wee can hold courses next year and it might
have to be wia Toom for the theory, But the
practical side will be difficult, hence | ask
agaln, could you help out and be a mentor
for a new beekeeper in 20217 Please let mea
know.

Many thanks, Contact detalls are on the

back page.

lan White,
Picldinghoe Apiary Manager



Asian hornet latest

Azian Hornet Action Co-
ordinator, john de Carteret,
who shared the stunning
photo [right]) on the Jersey
Azlan Hornet group’s
Facebook page
[photagrapher as yet
unknown]. ldentification is
clear: orange face, yellow
legs, orange band on the
lower ahdomen.

There's also detail on the
Facebook page on the many

Welcome to winter: when it nests that have been insect's ariging in warmer
comes to the Asian hornet destroyed, and plenty of climes. Howewer, DNA
[ Fesma veduting), no news is splendid images. It's well testing; published in a

good mews. 5o there's not wiorth a beok. research paper here shows
much to report this month, Germany suffers from the that it was transported there
Not on the UK mainland, invasion too. The hornet by humans and, in the words
anyway. 0m Jersey, however,  was recently found in af the paper "shows further
the invaders remained Hamburg, much further itz high invasion potential™
active until late October, north than was believed to Here in the UK, we may have
So props to the Jersey be possible due to the ourwork cut out next year.

Barcombe

Ownership of Barcombse Aplary,
consisting of seven National, one WBC
and one Top Bar hive, transferred from
Heather to Tomy and Tond Birkbeck in
August this year.

With the honey crop all but done the
main focus has been automn feeding
and varroa treatment, the latter by
completing a cycle of three vapes, each
one week apart with the brilliant
GasVap tool. Varroa connt has been low
across all the hives.

With Heather now managing
Grassroots, we decided to transfer the
WEC and Top Bar hives from Barcombe
to allow future new beekeepers at

Grazsroots to see the different hive
types at that site. This means Barcombe
now goes into winter with seven
colonies altogether.

All colonies are already taking
fondant and I'm planming a further
GasVap of oxalic acid when we get a
period of cold weather and the bees are
taking a brood hreal

The priority for next spring will be a
it of re-queening as they're not the
miost gentle of bees, I'll be using queens
from a couple of my own lovely
colondes!

The shed and hive stands at
Barcombe have become very rickety
and will be replaced throughout the
winter. New hive stands will be made
fromm concrete blocks and three-inch
feme posts.

Hopefully we'll be able to install a
new metal shed which will be more
effective at keeping the wasps out.

Tony Birbeck
Aplary manager

Grassroots

On taking back Grassroots, which T
imitiated many years ago, | found four
colonies. These are all on Mational
supers, one being tow high for sensible
management. But [ will winter them
through as such, and in the Spring
reduce them to a good educational
scenario: brood box and queen
excluwder in s,

They are not nice bees, aggressive
and following, behaviour [ will not
accept. If they are the same in the
spring | will re-queen all; but not from

(Continued on page 5)



From car apiivies froar,)

queens raised inthe area as [ don't
want those drones impregnating future
qUesns.

[ strimmed the area and, with
Morman's help, tdied the hlackthorn
hedge surrounding the apiary. I will
require new stands as some hives are
on old wooden supports

I also [with Tony's help and a few
giggles!) transferred the top bar and the
WEL colonies from Barcombe [much to
his relief].

5o, there are six colonies b site This
gives the Educational Apiary a range of
methods of beekeeping, which [ feel is
important for the newer beekeeper.

All the colonies mow have mouse
guards on and fondant installed under
insulation over the cover board, All
roofs are now strapped downe

I remioved all the surplus Commercial
hive equipment from the shed, and
hopefully it can be sold,

Heather McNiven
Apiary manager

Hove

Simwe the last report in july | have been
viziting the apiary weekly, mostly with
Graham Bubloz. He has been a great
help, challenging my decisions on
occasion and offering assistance with
general inspection and apiary
management.

There are now five hives. They hawve
been fed syrup and been treated mid-
August with Apiguard. There were
small amounts of honey on many
frames due to brood breaks and splits.
We started the summer with four hives,
ane was removed because of its

defensive behaviour, the three
remaining colonies swarmed or were
split, there was one hive which stayed

in honey produoction until extraction
during July and August.

Each ofthe hives has a 2020 gueen
Four of the colonies have been under-
supered with the honey that was left in
mid-Awgust, when the Apiguard
treatments were begun.

Today | pulled apart kive 4 which had
a super under and over the brood o,
to make it possible to put fondant on., [
scored the sealed honey in the under
super, put the remaining honey in the
super abowe, filled it with empty comb
and returned it abowve a crown board
hoping that the bees will draw the
stores down. Mo fondant was put on
this hive today. It looks very strong: it
still has ten seams of bees in the brood
box and bees in both supers,

Hive 3 looks weak with four frames
af hees, and fondant above the broed
e, hive 5 is slightly better, when
weighed today (hefted) both were om
the light side. I will monitor these
during the winter and feed when
necessary. Hopefully they will keep
godng until the spring.

There were about 25lbs of honey
extracted from the hives in July and the
start of August, so frames were
removed and extracted when they were
sealed,

[ have divided fondant blocks into
self-sealing sandwich bags so that [ can
feed below an Apiguard eke as
necessary during the winter, I plan
mionitor how bees are taking fondant,
check on the two weaker colomy splits,
and visit as required. | will put varroa
floors inkto the hives on my next visit for
7 days, to determine when to use the
ApiBincal vaporiser.

Tudith Mew
Apiary manager

Piddinghoe

It's good to be back involved with the
division again and T leok forward to
exztablishing this new apiary as a
teaching apiary to add to the other bwo
we already hawe.

We are lucky to have a room, with
facilities, available on site where

slightly more formal and theoretical
training can be take place.

I made my first visit to Piddinghoe
today, 29 October, in the pouring rain
{Fuch dedication! B4, ] which didn't
dirinish my delight in finding swch a
lowely site.

However, you can see from the photo
the three existing hives, two BS
Hational and a WBC, look a bit forlarn,
The three hives were started from
scratch in july from swarms, They have
recently been fed with fondant so the
miain job 15 to ensure this doesn’t mn
out and to get them through the winter
umtil next spring

Bt there is plenty of scope for
enhancing the look and layout of the
gite in the coming spring and Sommer.
Firston the list is to construct new hive
stands and boy some new hives and
assorted equipment to be able to
increase the number of hives on site
and have clean spares o use as and
when needed.

Covid-19 rules allowing, we will be
putting on a full programme of visits to
the apiary throughout the summer but,
if not, | can arrange individual arsmall
group visits to help new beekeepers
become maore familiar with their
charges.

Druring the swarm season it is hoped
that the apiary will be used to
temporarily home for swarms that
have been collected but are waiting for
their new keepers to pick them up. This
will alzo take some of the pressure off
of the swarm co-ordinators when they
are trying to find a new beekeeper to
accept a swarm. Because of the size of
the aplary there is space to be able to
gquarantine the swarm way from the
permanent hives,

Ian White
Apiary Manager



MEWS FROM THE DIVISION

Photography Competition 2020

1. A bee or beekeeping related photograph (jpeg file format
of under IMB].

2. Aclose-up of a pollinator (jpeg Ale format of under 3MB).
3. An essay (lustrated with your photographs on a subject of
interest o beekeepers [(max. 300 words with ome to four

photographs).

Prizes

» The winner of each class will have their photograph
professionally printed and mounted.

» Certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd In each class and a BEL
coffes,/tea mug.

= The bestsubmission in all three classes will receive
a speclal prize.

» Paynes Bee Farms have donated a smoker and hive tool.
» Other prizes may also be awarded,

= All entrants must be Brighton & Lewes Beekaapers
rmembers,

= All entries remain the copyright of the author,

» Entries may be used In the B&L or sponsor's Newsletter
and website and will be credited to the author.

= Photographs should be submitted in jpeg (jpg) format
with a file slze of under 3MB.

» Ezsays should be submitted in .doc or docx format with a
rmaximum of 300 words, accompanying photographs
should be in jpeg (jpg] format

Submission of entries

Entries should be submitted by Friday 11 December 2020
by email to Bob Curtds at mesting.blbka@gmail.com

Judge: Gerald Legg

FROM AROUND THE WEB

» The Aplarist blog: Diutinus bees About the importance of winter bees, the ones that form the foundation for the colany

im the spring. Link here.

» Towards integrated control of varroa A research paper comparing application methods and doses of oxalic acid on the
mortality of phoretic Farmoe destructormites and their honey bee hosts. Link here.

» Chronic bee paralysis 35 a serious emerging threat to honey bees A research paper that offers insight into CBPY, its spread
and effects. Link here. For a less detailed but more accessible insight. here 3 The Aplarist's analysis.

» Sweet video of Australian sugarbag bees [ Tetragonuwls carbonaris). They are social like honey bees, but build their combs

upwards im a spiral, Link here.



Winter meetings return

Can't do face-to-face meetings? Covid
won't stop us! 5o instead, we have
arranged a number of virteal meetings
using the Zoom wideo-conferancing
sysiam.

The first of these, on 16 Decamber, ks
a Fum Quiz for beakeepers, with 20
questions devised by BEL's own
question-master Bob Curtls.

Speakers atour 2021 meetings
include Prof. Dave Goulson and Celia
Dawviz, so please check the back page or
the webzite for detalls.

In particular, we hope to ses you at
the virtual AGM on 17 Pebruary 2021,

Links to all meatdngs will be sent out
to all members 24 hours beforehand.
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Curl up with a bee book

With the long, cold winter nights
approaching, what better than to curl
up with a book about bees? Our library
af books will help keep the beekeaping
passion alive during the quieter months

We have how-to books, such as
‘Practical Beekeeping” by Clive de
Bruymn, sclentfic books, such as "Form
and Function in the Honey Bee' by
Lesley Goodmamn, and others such as ‘A
Sting in the Tale' by Dave Goulson,
which offers fascinatdng Insights into
the world of the bumblebae.’

Books are free o borrow, with justa
£5 deposit reguested. Librarian
Dominic Zambito's contact details are
an the back page.

Check out our new Facebook group

Lowe it or hate it—and | kmow Facebook ignites passions in
the hearts of many—we can't ignore It So we've setup a
Facebook private group just for those of us inm the Division,
We won't be admittdng anyone wiose name has not first
been checked against the membership st To joln, search for

B&L Beekesping Divislon

BRIl Beekeeping Division

L T FRUNE LY

Why Facebook? It can be a great forum to share ideas and
combent, such as photos and videos, and it's a near real-tdme
source of advice and help as and when you need it If you're
an experienced beekeeper, please feel free to chip in to help
others. If not. don't be afrald to ashk: we all started as novices

and providing suppaort s what we're here for,
Recent Facebook posts have included:

flowrers

im his hive

# Information about vy and a great image a bee on vy

a post about the BBKA exams

a link to a riveting presentaton about research into varroa
[zee the “walking dead” story on pf)

a link to research about the effects of pesticides on bees
and a call for help from a membear who found a dead queen

Sio iFyou'd like to joln the group—and about a third of our

membership hawve already done so—please dal

Management needed
for Ripe bees

BEL has been asked if we know of any
beckeepears who would look after bees
atSolar Farm, Ripe

The owners sald will they buy all
hives and equipment, and would joln
the Division,
Ifyou are interested and fancy looking
after more bees, please contact
BEL Secretary Hilary Osman.

Designer required
for honey jar labels

BEL's honey jar labels need a fresh
look. If you are or you know a designer
wivo can and is willing to creats a great
new design, please contact

BEL Secretary Hilary Osman.

Need fondant? Buy here

We have ane last 6.25Kg fondant block
for zale: £6. Morman D. has details.

Membership is due soon

Justa guick reminder that membership
af the Division runs from 1 January to
31 December, 50 annual membership
fees will fall due soon.



Bees with mites are ‘walking dead’, finds research

Farros destructormouthparts. Nightmare,

So-called hygienic bees—bees that tend
to brush mites off their thoraxes—may
nok be accomplishing as much as we
hope, because mites causing the most
damage are firmly embedded in the
bees” abdomens and cannot be easily
removed. And mite damage so weakens
bees that they are “walking dead”.

Those are just a couple of points from
Dr Sarnuel Ramsey's detailed and
ground-breaking research into exactly
how varroa mites feed on bees and
what damage they dio.

We know that Farrog destructoris a
dizease vector, but the mites also
weaken larvae and adult bees in ways
that perhaps were not previoushy
understood. Among other things, they
feed om the fat body not blood, which
weakens bees in a muktitude of ways,

The fat body's importance can be
under-estimated: it's the hee's liver and
kidneys, and is key to a bee's health. Its

removal—hit by bit—hy a mite as it
feeds means the hee functions more
poorly and dies sooner, according to
Ramsey. Conzequently, foragers will not
bring back as much nectar and pollen,
and winter bees may die before their
time, for example.

Ramzey produced some fascinating
electron microscope images in the
course of his research, and published
his research along with supporting
images and data, for free, in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academiy of
Sciences of the USA.

This work underlines that varroa
conitrol is prohably the most important
challenge we as heekeepers face.

And as the paper's abstract states, it
is to be hoped that this research mowves
forward the process of finding a ruly
effective counter to this parasite.

If you hawen't seen this research
before, you'll find it fascinating viewing
and reading.

The presentation is available on
YouTube here, and both the paper and
images are here. There's also a recent
dizcussion about it on the beekeeping
forum here

Below: the red imprine afl a mive that was
feeding between a bee's abdominal plapes
[the brown bits), sucking fat body through
the hale (arrowed] it drilled. A pair of the
mite"s feet (arrowed j remain embedded,

DEFRA launches
Healthy Bees Plan 2030

The Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs has launched its
Healthy Bees Plan 2030 to address
continued threats to honey bee health.

This follows the conclusion of
DEFRA's Healthy Bees Plan 2020, a
review of which the department has
fust issned; it contains statistics about
beckeepers’ methods and treatments,
such as the amount of varroa treatment
that beekeepers have administered.

Following advice from stakeholders
on the Bee Health Advisory Forum,
DEFRA said it had deweloped the 2030
plan to provide a framework of its aims
for the mext 10 years.

The plan describes the four main
outcomes DEFRA wants to achieve:

+ Effective biosecurity and good
standards of husbandry to minimise
pest and dizease risks;

= Enhanced skills and production

capability fcapacity of beekespers
and bee farmers;

+ Sound science and evidence
underpinning the actions aken to
support bee health; and

= Increased opportunities for
knowledge exchange and
partnership working on honey bee
health and wider pollinator needs.

DEFRA said that parinership with
organizations such as the BEEKA was
essential if threats to honey bee health
are to he identified and addressed,

In responze, the BEEA pledged to
support the plan and said it would
continue to work towards the plan's
implementation



The 2020 Honey Show
‘was a great success’

The Mational Honey Show at the end of
October, held as a virtual show for the
frst time ever, was a great success,

I received positve feedback for
weeaks after the show closed, with the
common theme being the ability to re-
vizitthe lectures and demaos after the
show closed, something that was never
possible following the live show,

Yes, at previous shows you could
wiew the lectures on the Honey Show
YouTube channel, but only months lat-
er, after they had been edited down.

S0 we all hope that the 2021 show, to
be held on 21 to 23 October 2021, wAill
bi live and will ba bigger and batter
than any previously pukt on.

Morman Dickinson
Honey Show Membership Secretary

BEKA to raise funds for schools

You can help the British Beekeepers Association ralse funds for its new schools
learning Aplary which swill be a live rescurce for learning abowt the environment
and pollinators—all to help raise the next generation of beekeepers.

The BEKA's offices in Stoneleigh provide a central location for its new wisitor
centre, whare children will come with their school classes and learn about bees
and mini-beasts and food security and have a live bee display with one of the

BEKA's beekeapers.

Lots of children get bitten by the bug this way and with their interest in
beekeaping awakenead, will return to it in later years, It's imperative we train a new
generation too as the average age of a beekeeper in the UK is 65.

There's a link to the BBKA's wideo about the fundrakser here.

England’s natural assets are in decline

England"s natural assets including bees,
butterflies, as well as other wildlife,
soils, land are In serlous decline,
according to a cormmittes of
environmental experts,

This iz despite the government's
targets to improve the environment

The final report by the Natural
Capital Committes, set up to advise the
government on how to dellver on its
pledge to improve the environment in a
generation, found no area that was
making progress.

In five of the seven areas the report
examined—freshwater, marine, solls,
plants and wildlife and land—England’s
natural environment is deterlorating,
the committee sald.

The repaort Alageged a range of
fallings, espectally with respect to
river pollution, while bees and
butterfly populations have sean
declines of 30 percent in bees and
howverfly specles between 1980 and
Zi6.

Only half of the country's nadonal
nature reserves are In a favourable
condition and the government ks off
track to meet targets of 90 percent of
priority hablitats to be in a3 condidon
af elther favourable, or unfavourable
but recovering.

In terms of the causes, intensive
farming and development is resuldng
in losses of at least £900 million a
year for England and Wales, it zaid,



Rare bee discovered

A "nationally scarce” specles of bea has
been found in Mewport for the first
time, conservationists say.

Buglife Cymru sakd it discovered a
"strong population” of small scablous
mining bees at a local rature reserve
last weeek, marking the first time the
species had been found in area The
discovery in Newport was made by
Buglife's Searching for Scablous
project, set up to halp halt the decline.

Smart hive cuts honey
harvest effort

Daesung is launching SmartHive, an
autornated honey frame-gathering
device claimed to make beekeeping
easler,

The beekeeper inserts the Hive
Controller into the hive, pushes a
button, and the device plcks up each
frame and, it says here, safely brushes
away the bees.

The company claims its system can
reduca the work involved in frame
removal by 70 percent

More about it here.

Sustainable beekeeping: a talk by Mike Palmer

Date: Wednesday 9 Decamber 2020, 19:30,
With the tagline: “Are you satisfied with your bees in the spring? Are they alive or
are they dead?, Cambridgeshire Beakeepers Association are welcoming Milke
Palmer from his home in Vermont, USA to talk about Sustainable Beekeeping.
What iz sustainable beekeeping? Beckeeping is sustainable when the
interactions bebween humans and honey bees contribute positively to healthy
populations of locally-adapbed Indigenous bees living in the wild and n tha
apiaries of beekeepers. For many years Mike Palmer has been working to convince
beckeepers that they can ralse their own bees without having to buy In bees from
elsevwhere, This ks how he recommends we do It It's free: the link to join Is here

Mike Palmer in his apiry

The coming season: are you prepared?
A talk by Roger Patterson

Date: 15 Decamber 2020, 19:30

Many beskeepers switch off as scon as
they bed their bees down for the winter,
then put their feet up, only to pandc in the
spring. There ks a lot to think about,

3
What went wrong last year? How can we E

overcome the problems and Improwve next
year? What can you study so you
understand your bees better, 5o make
feweer mistakes? What other colony
management techniques can you usa?

Can you make your bees more
productive and healthy? Can you enjoy
your beekeeping more?

The presentation, by this well-known
local, West Sussex beekeeper, is packed
with suggesdons for improving your bees
and your beekeeping. It's a free event, and
the link to join I here.
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A Semall Pince ral dragonfly is captured by a Buropean Hornet | Mespa cratro]. Prof. Delbbie Pain explains “The bornet landed on the
dragondly and procesded to dismember it The abdomen wis removed lrst, fllowed by a couple of the wings and then the bead. [t then Rew
ofl carrying the head in its mowth and dee thorax in i legs, & Bscinating, if rather gruesome, thing to watch! What amaging predators®
Photix Debbie Pain Location: La Brenne, France. Thanks to Heather MeNiven for this,

CIliff wall protects hives

Bees do not usually buzz around wooden hives 4,000 feet aboe
zea level, but keepers have placed about 700 bee colonles at that
helght on the side of a mountaln in Shennongjla National Mature
Rezerve in China's Hubel Province.

Aslan honeybee populatons have been shrinking. On the high
cHIf wall, howeever, they are safe from predators and other
hazards, such as pestdcides, The hive boxes alzo attract wild bees
to come and settle. The keepers scale the cliff using rope ladders
to check on the hives and collect the honey,

Source: Scfentifc Amarfcan
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MEETINGS AND CONTACTS

B&L Divisional Diary 2020/21

Virtual Meetings

All virtual meetings will start at 19:15 for 19:30, and
will be conducted using the Zoom video-conferencing
service You will be sent a link 24 hours before each
meeting Please join us!

16 December 2020

Topic: Fun Quiz for beekeepers. Twenty questons
related to beekeeping, phas a short Q&4 at the end
Qestion-master- Bob Curtis

20 January 2021
Topic: Insect Apocalypse
Speaker- Prof. Dave Goulson

17 February 2021
Chair: Morman Dickinson

17 March 2021
Topic: TBC
Speaker: Celia Davis

Indoor winter meetings

There are no in-person events planned for the time
being due to the Covid-19 pandemic,

Your contributons

Please send all contributions for the newsletter,
including photos, to the Editor [see above for contact
details). Max copy length: 300 words. Copy deadline-
12th of the month preceding the month of
publication. Photos ete, for the website should be
emailed to Webmaster Gerald Legg (details on right].

Bee inspectors

Fegional Bee Inspector- Hay Wreford
M- 07775 115483,

E: Ky Wrefordi®2aphagovuk
Seasonal Bee Inspector- Diane Steele
M- 07775 115452,

E: dianestesle@aphagsigonuk

Disclaimer

The Brighton and Lewes Division of the SBHA cannot
sustained by persons in consequence of their

Officers of the Division
President: Vacant

Chairman [Acting}: Morman Dickinson
E: chairblbees@outlook.com
M- 07792 296422

Treasurer Vacant

Hon Secretary: Hilary Osman
Haolly Tree Cottage, Nordington Lane, Ringmer BM8 55H
T: 01273 813045

E: secretary@brighronlewesbeekeepers.counk

Membership Secretary: Norman Dickinson
34 Abergavenny Road, Lewes BN7 15N

E: memsec.hibeesi@outoolucom

M- 07792 296422

Meetings Secretary- Bob Curtis

Swarm Coordinator Vacant
M- 07995 987097

Webmaster: Gerald Legs
E: gerald@chelifer.com

Mewrsletter Editor: Manelk Dubash
M- 07788 923557 E: editor@mailforce.net

E: librarian.bibees@outlool.com

Eduration Co-ordinator: Vacant

Asian Hormet Team Co-ordinator: Manek Dulkbash
M- 07762 312592

E: blbka.ahat@smail.com
Apiary Managers

- Grassroots: Vacant

- Bnowdands Farm: Tony Birbeck
- Honre: Judith New

- Piddinghoe- lan White

Sussex BEKA County Representative: Bob Curtis

Mational Honey Show Rep: Morman Dickinson

grassroots

/

The co-operative



